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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

MAY 2005 AGENDA



	SUBJECT

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001: Including, but not limited to, update on California’s latest implementation; United States Department of Education (ED) denial of waiver request involving the California English Language Development Test (CELDT); ED announcement of new flexibility; and proposed uses of carryover funds. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The Board will hear an update on current No Child Left Behind (NCLB) activities and take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	This standing item allows the California Department of Education (CDE) and State Board of Education (SBE) staff to brief the Board on timely topics related to NCLB implementation.

At the November 9, 2004, meeting, the SBE approved sending a request to the ED to waive the Title III requirement for assessing kindergarten and first grade English learners in reading and writing.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	On April 4, 2005, Raymond Simon, Assistant Secretary for Education, sent a letter to the Board and the Superintendent denying the request for a waiver from the Title III requirement for assessing kindergarten and first grade English learners in reading and writing. That letter is attached and the issue will be discussed as part of the update item on the California English Language Development Test (CELDT).

Margaret Spellings, U. S. Secretary of Education, announced additional alternatives and flexibility for states that can show they are raising student achievement and closing the achievement gap. The April 7, 2005, press release from ED is attached. 

Staff from CDE, SBE and Department of Finance have been working on a request to put forward to ED asking for flexibility in the use of certain NCLB carryover funds that can be used for low performing schools and districts.  More information concerning this request will be provided in a Last Minute Memorandum.


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	Changes in the manner in which NCLB is implemented would result in numerous fiscal implications at both the state and local levels.  As possible options are explored fully, the fiscal implications will be described in more detail.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	Attachment 1: Letter regarding CELDT waiver request from Ray Simon, Assistant Secretary, ED, dated April 4, 2005 (This letter is not available for viewing; a printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education Office.) (5 pages)

Attachment 2: Press Release from United States Department of Education dated April 7, 2005 is available for web viewing at http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2005/04/04072005.html, and a hard copy is available for viewing at the State Board of Education Office.) (2 pages)
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