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	SUBJECT

Adoption of the California Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards, pursuant to Education Code Section 51226.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) adopt the California Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards, pursuant to Education Code Section 51226.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	During the March 9, 2005, State Board of Education (SBE) meeting, the California Career Technical Education (CCTE) Model Curriculum Standards were presented for information and public hearing. During the public hearing, several interested parties gave positive testimony and recommendations for possible revisions to the CCTE standards. Leaders of the Legislature’s Career and Technical Education Coalition, Assembly Members Carol Liu (D-La Canada Flintridge) and Mark Wyland (R-Vista), stressed the need for the adoption of the CCTE Model Curriculum Standards. They stated that the standards would provide students with the options and tools needed to succeed in college, or the workforce, and employers would benefit from a broadened pool of well-trained, job-ready employees. Former State Senator Bruce McPherson (R-Santa Cruz), author of Senate Bill 1934 (CCTE Framework), also testified in support of the standards and stated that the adoption of the standards is the first step in providing California with a CTE Framework. 

The SBE also asked several questions regarding the CCTE standards. Of major interest was the scope and direction of the Transportation Industry Sector, Automotive and Heavy Equipment Services Technology Career Pathway. Concern was expressed about the lack of action verbs in relationship to other similar career pathways within the CCTE standards, such as Agriculture Mechanics and the Engineering and Heavy Construction Pathway. 

In response to the concerns and recommendations by the SBE, revisions and clarifications have been incorporated into the CCTE standards. They include:

· Revision of the Transportation Industry Sector, Automotive and Heavy Equipment Services Technology Career Pathway, to reflect a broader career pathway and incorporate more action verbs. The new name of the career pathway is Vehicle Maintenance, Service and Repair. 

· Inclusion of the complete text of the academic content standards that are cited, as well as inclusion of a CTE and academic content standards crosswalk in the appendix, thus enhancing the document's usefulness to CTE and non-CTE teachers alike.

The draft submitted to the SBE reflects the revisions listed above and continues to be rigorous, relevant, and representative of the concerns of California’s educators and employers.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	The initiating legislation for the CCTE Model Curriculum Standards focused on the creation of career technical education standards that were integrated with academics and inclusive of higher-level skills. The State Superintendent was directed to seek advice from a number of stakeholder groups. In 2003, the State Superintendent appointed a CCTE Advisory Group that included classroom teachers, school administrators, parents, postsecondary educators, and representatives of business and industry. The initial meeting of the CCTE Advisory Group was in October 2003.

Based on guidance from the CCTE Advisory Group, feedback from a public review process, and comments by the CCTE Advisory Group Review Team, a Vision, Mission, and Guiding Principles for the project were created and approved, and five Standards Development Criteria were advanced.

The Standards Development Criteria were used to guide the selection of a research-based format to develop CCTE standards. The standards themselves were written by fifteen workgroups (one for each identified industry sector) made up of educators and business and industry representatives with expertise in the sectors. The workgroups worked with outside experts in their various fields, the California Department of Education (CDE), and Sonoma State University (the contractor) to ensure that the standards were rigorous, relevant, and in the approved format.

The advisory group met an additional two times to give feedback. CDE and the contractor also conducted extensive outreach through presentations in various venues, from the State Superintendent’s High School Summit to CTE teacher organizations.

The public also commented on the draft standards during the month-long field review period, which included public comment meetings in both northern and southern California and involved outreach to teachers, school administrators, parents, school board members, postsecondary educators, and representatives of business and industry. Over five hundred comments were received by e-mail, mail, online surveys, and during field review meetings, which ran from mid-October to mid-November.

All advisory group and public input was reviewed by the workgroups, CDE, and the contractor, and the standards were revised accordingly. The draft submitted to the SBE is rigorous, relevant, and representative of the concerns of California’s educators and employers.


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	Education Code Section 51226.1(d) states that costs incurred by the SSPI in complying with this section shall be covered, to the extent permitted by federal law, by the state administrative and leadership funds available pursuant to the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act of 1998 (20 U.S.C. Sec. 2301).
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	Attachment 1: California Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards Draft
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