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	SUBJECT

Request by the Livermore Valley Charter School to Amend and Approve the Term of its Charter under the Oversight of the State Board of Education.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing

	RECOMMENDATION

	California Department of Education (CDE) staff recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) amend the initial term of the charter for the Livermore Valley Charter School to three full school years if the school opens within one year of the charter’s approval by the SBE.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	SBE Authority to Grant Charters: Pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 47605(j), as of January 1, 1999, a charter school that has been denied approval by a local chartering authority may petition the SBE to approve the charter. As of January 1, 2003, a charter school must be denied by both a local school district and county office of education before it may petition the SBE to approve the charter.

Previous Requests:  Since January 1999, the SBE has reviewed and approved eleven charter petitions that have been denied at the local level.

Charter School
    Date Approved  

Oakland Military Institute, Alameda County*
    December 2000

Ridgecrest Charter School, Kern County
    December 2000

Edison Charter Academy, San Francisco County
    July 2001

New West Charter Middle School, Los Angeles County
    December 2001 

Amino Inglewood Charter High School, Los Angeles County
    December 2001

School of Arts and Enterprise, Los Angeles County
    September 2002

Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP), Alameda County
    February 2003

Academy of Culture and Technology, Los Angeles County**
    November 2003

Leadership Public Schools – San Rafael, Marin County**
    November 2003

Livermore Valley Charter School – Livermore, Alameda County**  November 2004

Leadership Public Schools – Hayward, Alameda County**             March 2005

*Subsequently renewed by the Oakland Unified School District

**Scheduled to open fall 2005

The Livermore Valley Charter School (LVCS) petition was denied by the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District (LVJUSD) on May 19, 2004, and by the Alameda County Office of Education on July 14, 2004. The appeal was submitted to the SBE on August 12, 2004. The SBE, at its November 10, 2004, meeting, approved the LVCS petition through the authority established in EC sections 47602 and 47605 for a three-year period from November 10, 2004, through November 10, 2007, and was granted charter school number 678.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	As it is currently established, the three-year term of the charter creates an immediate problem in regard to the LVCS special education contract and the potential for additional problems associated with mid-year renewal consideration. In accordance with the conditions set forth in the approved charter, LVCS obtained an agreement with the LVJUSD to operate as a public school of the district for special education purposes. That agreement is for three full operational years. If the charter expires in November 2007 (the date of SBE approval), the charter school would be unable to meet the terms of its agreement with the District.

Also, based on the current term of the charter, LVCS would have to begin the renewal process in November 2006. Given this timeframe, there would only be one year of testing data by which to measure performance of the school, thereby potentially disadvantaging them in the renewal process. 

In addition, a potential mid-year expiration would prevent the LVCS from entering into any financial obligations that would extend beyond the end of the 2006-2007 school year. This further disadvantages the school for Fall 2007 enrollment and ongoing fiscal operations.

CDE recommends that the SBE take action to amend its approval of the LVCS petition to state that the charter school will open between July 1 and September 30 of the school year following SBE approval of the charter, or the charter will be terminated. The initial term of any of these charter approvals shall be for three full school years (July 1, 2005, through June 30, 2008). 
Therefore, the term of the LVCS charter would be for three school years following SBE approval, and the school must be open by September 30, 2005.

As future appeals come forward, CDE will be recommending the SBE take the same action thereby making clear any school approved will have three full years of operation.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	There are currently two CDE staff assigned to oversee eleven schools as well as provide many of the business functions that would ordinarily be performed by a district (such as certifying attendance reporting, and reviewing fiscal reports, budgets and audits). These costs would be partially offset by the one percent oversight fee that may be charged by charter authorizing entities.

	ATTACHMENT(S)

	None
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