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May 2005 AGENDA



	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Including, but not limited, to Program Update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The following item is provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	The initial California Legislation authorizing the STAR Program was signed into law during September 1997. Since the initial authorization, SBE has designated the achievement test, initially the Stanford 9 and currently the California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey) and the primary language achievement test Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2); adopted regulations for the Program; approved and monitored the development of the California Standards Tests (CSTs) and the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA); adopted performance levels for the CSTs and the CAPA; and approved a plan to release questions from the CSTs each year beginning with the 2003 administration. 

SBE also established the test administration window for the STAR Program. Annually, all students in grades two through eleven are tested within a 21-day window based on each school’s or program’s instructional year. The 21-day window includes the ten instructional days before and the ten instructional days after the day on which eighty-five percent of each school’s or program’s instructional days are completed. 


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	Grade 4 and 7 Writing Test (Writing Applications Standards)

California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Education, requires that the writing test be administered only on the days specified annually by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI). The 2005 writing tests were administered on March 2 with make-up on March 3 for all schools and programs in session on those dates. Schools and programs not in session on March 2 or 3 administered the test on April 26 with make-up on April 27. Educational Testing Service (ETS) is currently scoring the tests from both administrations. The points assigned to the writing test are added to the number of multiple-choice questions answered correctly to produce each student’s total California English-Language Arts Standards Test score.

Multiple-choice Testing Continues through August

Schools began administering the California Standards Tests (CSTs), the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), the California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), and the Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2) during early March and testing will continue through August. As of April 29, 2005 more than 1.5 million students had completed testing. The state expects to test approximately 5 million students this year.

The California Report for Teachers

During April, ETS held focus group meetings with teachers to discuss how the information in the California Reports for Teachers is being used. During the meetings, participants were also asked to discuss any suggestions they had that might make the reports more useful. ETS is currently summarizing the comments and recommendations from the meetings, so recommendations for changes and any associated costs are not yet available. Information from the meetings will be presented during the May meeting.

Using CSTs to Measure Growth

The CSTs were developed to assess the academic content standards for each grade and course and include questions only for each specific grade or course. Districts have been cautioned that the tests are not designed to compare scores across years from one grade to the next. District testing directors and school administrators have asked for ways to make grade-to-grade comparisons for individual students and cohorts of students. During April, ETS interviewed district test directors to determine what types of comparisons would be useful, as well as the materials and services they would need to use the test results more effectively. CDE and ETS used the information from the interviews to formulate discussion questions for a district testing director task force meeting that was also held in April. Information from the interviews and meeting is being summarized, and CDE and ETS will present options for tracking student growth at May County and District Evaluator Meetings.

Assessment Review Panel Meetings

ETS will begin working with the CST Assessment Review Panels (ARPs) to review new test questions that will be field-tested during spring 2006. All field-test questions are embedded within the operational test forms to minimize the impact of testing time required for schools.


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	There are no fiscal implications because these costs are covered in the STAR contract.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	None
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