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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

May 2005 AGENDA



	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Approval of the Amendment to the Educational Testing Service (ETS) Contract for the Initial Development and Field Testing of the Standards-Based Test in Spanish (STS) 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	CDE recommends approval of the amended 2005-06 ETS scope of work to include the initial development and field testing of the STS.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	The State Board of Education (SBE) approved extending the ETS contract for the California Standards Tests (CSTs), and the California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey) from July 1, 2005, through December 21, 2006, and the scope of work for the extension at the November 2004 SBE meeting. At the April 2005 SBE meeting, SBE directed CDE to amend the 2005-06 scope of work (SOW) to include the initial development and field testing of the STS.


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	Initially, the development and field testing of the STS was included in a Request for Submission along with the request for a new designated primary language test (DPLT). The rationale for separating the two tests, described in the April 2005 last minute SBE item, included the following:

(1) This is in keeping with previous SBE action to bring the STAR standards-based assessments under the same contract;

(2) There is potential cost savings due to the elimination of duplicative tasks such as data reporting, item bank protocols, and delivery of testing materials;

(3) Beginning the development of the STS in the current STAR contractor’s contract ensures meeting the timeline for implementation.

CDE has asked ETS to provide the detail and costs for implementing this change to their contract. 


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	The budget appropriation for developing and administering the STS is three million dollars per fiscal year.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	The amended SOW and the cost for the initial development and field testing of the STS will be provided in a last minute memorandum. 
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