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	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE): including, but not limited to, CAHSEE Program Update on Test Administrations Information on Reporting the Results for the 2004-05 Test Administrations and the Senate Bill (SB) 964 Report
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	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	This item is provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	In March 2005, the SBE received a brief update on the status of the test administrations and a review of previous SBE information and action, including that:

· SBE approved the revised form of the CAHSEE in July 2003.

· SBE approved postponing the consequences of the CAHSEE to begin with students graduating in the 2005-06 school year and beyond.

· The CAHSEE was administered to all grade 10 students in the Class of 2006 in February, March or May 2004; overall, 74 percent passed the mathematics portion and 75 percent passed the English-language arts (ELA) portion.

· The CAHSEE was administered for the first time to the Class of 2007 on February 8-9, 2005, and more school districts will be testing grade ten students for the first time on March 15-16, 2005. There will be a make-up opportunity on 

May 10-11, 2005, for grade 10 students who were absent in February or March.

In the April information item, the annual results reporting process was explained, including two new aspects of the annual reports to be posted on the CDE’s Web site in mid-August 2005: 

· There will be separate Demographic Summary Reports for each grade level tested.

· The number of students tested with modifications will be reported.

Also in March 2005, the SBE was presented with a brief update on the status of the activities of the SB 964 independent consultant, WestEd, and the 15-member advisory panel appointed by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. SB 964 requires a study to assess options and provide recommendations for alternatives to the CAHSEE for students with disabilities to be eligible for a diploma. 
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	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	The CAHSEE was to be administered to all eligible grade 10 students in the Class of 2007 in February, March or May 2005. During the 2004-05 school year, eligible grade 11 and adult students, who had not yet passed one or both parts of the CAHSEE, had up to two opportunities to take the part or parts not yet passed.  The test contractor, Educational Testing Service (ETS), has reported to CDE that the numbers to be tested in May is approximately three times the number tested in May 2004.  

The law required that the final SB 964 study report be provided to the members of the advisory panel, the California Legislature, the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the Department of Finance, and CDE no later than May 1, 2005. All SBE members were sent a courtesy copy of the final report at the same time.


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	The information contained in this update on the test administrations is funded under a contract with CDE.


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	None. The SBE will receive the preliminary results of the February 8-9, administration and the final count of the number of students tested in March in the Last Minute SBE item. The final opportunity to test this school year will be on May 10-11, 2005, so further test administration information will be provided to the SBE at its July meeting.
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