aab-sad-may05item04

Page 2 of 2

	California Department of Education

SBE-003 (REV 05/17/04)

aab-sad-may05item04
	ITEM #40 

	[image: image1.png]






CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

may 2005 AGENDA



	SUBJECT

California English Language Development Test (CELDT): Including, but not limited to, Update on CELDT Program and Spring 2005 Test Administration Training

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION

	The following item is provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate.


	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

	In March 2005, the SBE received an update on the CELDT Program and the Request for Proposals process for developing a new contract. The contract begins on or about October 1, 2005 and will continue through December 31, 2009. It will cover the administration of the test for 2006-07, 2007-08, and 2008-09. 


	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES

	The CELDT program is offering expanded training in test administration and scoring in response to school district requests for additional services. The number of training workshops was increased from ten workshops in the past to 24 this year. School districts informed CDE that more trainers were needed in order to compensate for staff turnover and to facilitate the timely assessment of students during the annual assessment window. In 2005 the CELDT contractor will double the amount of training that was provided in past years. The contractor will: (1) develop and present 24 regional test administration training of trainers’ workshops; (2) conduct at least 20 face-to-face workshops and up to four workshops using video conferencing technology; (3) complete at least 20 workshops between April 15 and June 1, 2005 and complete the remainder between August and September 2005; and, (4) design each workshop to accommodate a minimum of 100 trainers.

The process for awarding the new CELDT contract is on hold pending a bid protest filed by Harcourt Educational Assessment. The Department of General Services (DGS) is reviewing the merit of Harcourt’s protest. Although DGS is not required to complete its review within a specified time period, many such reviews are completed within several weeks. 

On April 4, 2005 CDE received a letter from the United States Department of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, which declined to grant CDE’s request for a waiver from the requirement to assess English language learners in kindergarten and first grade in reading and writing. CDE is reviewing state and federal laws that bear on this issue in order to determine a future course of action.


	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

	All costs are included in the current CELDT contract ($12 million in 2004-05).


	ATTACHMENT(S)

	None
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