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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 2005 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Public Charter Schools Grant Program: Request to Approve the Recommended List of Charter Schools Grant Awardees
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve grant awardees. A list of the applicants recommended for funding will be provided in a last minute memorandum.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE approved CDE’s application for funding under the federal Public Charter Schools Grant Program (PCSGP). Under the PCSGP, California received $81 million to fund the development and initial costs incurred by charter developers and operators to open new charter schools and to disseminate best practices developed in charter schools. In March 2005, the SBE awarded the first $31 million of these funds to 95 grantees.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The second grant cycle is currently underway and scoring of the 220 applications submitted will be completed in mid-October. Each application will be read by three charter school experts from across the nation, and evaluations will be made using a four-point rubric that was published in the Request for Applications. Preference is given to applicants who will provide an alternative choice to students who reside in attendance areas served by schools that are currently in Program Improvement, the Immediate Intervention/ Underperforming Schools Program, the High Priority Schools Grant Program, or that have an Academic Performance Index schoolwide or similar schools rank of one or two.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The fiscal impact to the state is minimal: federal funds allocated to CDE by the PCSGP will be released to the successful grantees to start new charter schools and to disseminate best practices developed in charter schools.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


A recommended list of federal PCSGP grant awardees will be provided as a last minute memorandum.
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