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	SUBJECT

Reading First: Definition for Significant Progress
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve a measurement definition for “significant progress” for Reading First local educational agencies (LEAs). A measure of significant progress will be applied to districts to determine whether they will continue to receive funding for the remainder of the grant period. Those districts that do not meet the standard for significant progress will not be recommended for additional funding. This measure will be invoked after districts receive their fourth year of funding.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


On August 23, 2002, the U.S. Department of Education approved California’s Reading First Plan. The SBE is designated as the state educational agency (SEA) for the program.
The SEA responsibilities are delineated in Exhibit XIII of the plan. The SBE is assigned the responsibility to “approve the definition of what constitutes ‘making significant progress’ for the LEAs annual benchmark on student achievement.”
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Reading First Reading and Literacy Partnership Team convened a subgroup on October 14, 2005, to achieve consensus in recommending a single option for measuring significant progress. The subgroup agreed upon using the Reading First Achievement Index score as a measure for significant progress 

This recommendation was brought before the Reading First Reading and Literacy Partnership Team on October 19, 2005. The proposal was unanimously agreed upon by the members present as constituting an appropriate recommendation to the SBE. 

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


A measure of significant progress will be applied to districts to determine whether they will continue to receive funding for the remainder of the grant period following their fourth year of funding. Those districts that do not meet the standard for significant progress will not be recommended for additional funding. These funds will become available for use in the Reading First program.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: The Reading First Reading and Literacy Partnership Team’s 



  recommendation for Significant Progress (1 Page)
Attachment 2: Reading First Achievement Index (1 Page)
The Reading First Reading and Literacy Partnership Team’s 
Recommendation for Significant Progress

Using the Reading First Achievement Index (RFAI) score for the targeted Round 1 of local educational agencies (LEAs) (i.e., Round 1 in 2005, Round 2 in 2006, and Round 3 in 2007), the LEA cut-point for determining “significant progress” will remove from Reading First those LEAs in which fewer than half of the LEA’s schools are one standard deviation below the Round’s mean. LEA’s schools that are below this cut-point will have fallen short of making “significant progress.”

Using current scores to illustrate the above proposal, we find that for Round 1, Year 3, which includes 13 LEAs, the 2005 RFAI mean score is 39.8; and the standard deviation is 7.9. The cut-point of one standard deviation below the 2005 Round 1 mean is a school mean of 31.9 and below.

Based on the results of the 2005 RFAI for Round 1 LEAs, 2 out of 13 districts have not made “significant progress.” 
Reading First Achievement Index 
The Reading First Achievement Index (RFAI) is a single score describing the achievement for Reading First schools. It is a calculation utilizing three test instruments. Each test provides the percentage of students reaching benchmark.

The RFAI consists of the following:

60 percent Standardized Testing and Reporting Program (STAR) California 
Standards Tests for English/Language Arts, 

utilizing the scores of grades two and three in equal proportion


10 percent STAR California Achievement Test/6 (CAT/6) Tests for Reading, 


Language, and Spelling, grade three, consisting of the following weight:



6 percent Reading



2 percent Language



2 percent Spelling 

30 percent California Technical Assistance Center (C-TAC) End-of-Year Assessment Tests. All grades kindergarten through grade three participate in this portion of the calculation in the following proportions:


  5 percent kindergarten, utilizing 7 subtests


10 percent grade 1, Oral Fluency


10 percent grade 2, Oral Fluency


  5 percent grade 3, Oral Fluency

The resulting single score represents a weighting of 45 percent for grade three, 40 percent for grade two, 10 percent for grade one, and 5 percent for kindergarten.

The 2005 RFAI Round 1 results reveal the participation of 323 schools. The average score is 39.8 (the minimum was 13.7 and the maximum was 69.8). The standard deviation was 7.9. A score of 31.9 represents one standard deviation below the mean. 
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