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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Status of Corrective Actions Required from September 2004 Onsite Review by the U.S. Department of Education

Instructional Support 

	Indicator Number and Finding
	Further Action Required
	Action Resolved
	Follow-Up Action To Be Resolved
	Issue Resolved

	
	
	Yes
	No
	
	Yes
	No


	2.4 Finding:  The CDE has not ensured that its LEAs and schools actively involve parents in developing parental involvement policies and school-parent compacts. The LEAs interviewed by the ED team had parental involvement policies, guidelines, and structures to oversee parental involvement activities, but schools visited in some of the LEAs did not actively involve parents in developing school-level parental involvement policies and school-parent compacts.  Instead, these schools used a parental involvement policy and school-parent compact created by the LEA.


	Further Action Required:  The CDE must provide ED with documentation that all schools receiving Title I funds have been informed that they must establish a written parental involvement policy and school-parent compact with the parents of students attending their school. Further, the CDE must provide ED with a representative sample of such policies and compacts that have been developed consistent with the requirements in section 1118 (b) and (d) of ESEA.


	
	x
	The CDE has provided technical assistance to LEAs through publications, conferences, regional parent/family involvement trainings, and postings on CDE’s website regarding the requirement of written parental involvement policies and compacts.  However, certain of the representative sample of polices submitted to ED by CDE on July 1, 2005, do not meet the requirements of section 1118 and in many cases are policies developed prior to the enactment of NCLB.  For example, the Los Angeles Unified School District’s (LAUSD) Parent Involvement Policy was approved on September 10, 1996, and refers to the previous requirements under Improving America’s School Act (IASA) and Goals 2000.  There is no evidence that CDE has collected and reviewed district and school policies.   

The CDE  must collect and review parent involvement policies for all LEA’s that have been identified for improvement to determine   that these LEA’s  have in place parent involvement policies that are current and meet the requirements of section 1118 of the ESEA.  The CDE  must collect and review a representative sample of parent policies and compacts from Title I schools in LEA’s identified for improvement to determine that such policies are current and meet the requirements of section 1118.  Further, the CDE  must provide technical assistance to the LAUSD in revising its district parent policy to reflect the requirements of section 1118 of ESEA and submit a copy of LAUSD’s revised policy to ED within 60 days.
	
	


	2.6 Finding:  The CDE provided evidence that it had notified all LEAs of school and/or LEA identification for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring on August 30, 2004.  However, interviews with LEA staff reveal that in one or more LEAs district staff have not yet notified schools that they are identified for year one of Program Improvement (PI) and informed them of required actions related to that status.  As a result, parents of children who attend those schools have not been notified regarding the identification of those schools and their public school choice option.


	Further Action Required:  The CDE must ensure that its LEAs inform year one PI schools of their status immediately.  ED requires that the CDE provide evidence that parents of eligible students have been notified of their school choice options, as required, by submitting a copy of one letter sent to parents in each of the year one PI schools from the three districts visited by the ED team.  

	
	X
	In many cases, the sample letters provided to ED by CDE on July 1 had January and February 2005 dates, far too late into the school year to notify parents about choice options.  To verify that the LEAs are informing  year one program improvement schools in a timely manner for the 2005-2006 school year, CDE must submit to ED a copy of a letter sent to parents in one program improvement school for each of the following school districts:  Los Angeles Unified, Oakland Unified, and Sacramento City Unified.  
	
	


Fiduciary Responsibilities
	Indicator Number and Finding
	Further Action Required
	Action Resolved
	Follow-Up Action To Be Resolved
	Issue Resolved

	
	
	Yes
	No
	
	Yes
	No

	Indicator 3.4 - The SEA ensures that the LEA complies with the comparability provisions of Title I.

Finding:  The CDE has not ensured that LEAs in the State have complied with the comparability requirement of Title I.  The CDE issued a directive to LEAs outlining instructions for determining whether Title I schools receive State and local resources that are comparable to those received by non-Title I schools.  In visits with LAUSD, OUSD, and SCUSD, however, the ED team found that those LEAs have neither completed the calculations needed to meet the comparability requirements of Title I, nor submitted this information to the CDE.  Discussions with staff at CDE indicate that the CDE has not directly monitored its LEAs at least once every two years to review comparability calculations to ensure that they meet these requirements.  The CDE indicated that the State has relied on A-133 audits to determine whether LEAs have met the comparability requirements.  
	As a requirement for receiving Title I, Part A funds, school districts must ensure that their Title I and non-Title I schools are comparable each year.    The CDE must develop procedures for ensuring that its LEAs perform the necessary annual calculations to determine that services provided with State and local funds in 

Title I schools are comparable to non-Title I schools.  The CDE must provide to ED a plan that shows how it will ensure that all of its LEAs comply with the comparability requirements at least once every two years. In addition, the CDE must provide the ED team with current year comparability calculations for LAUSD, OUSD and SCUSD. 


	
	x
	CDE has established procedures for ensuring  comparability annually in districts statewide that consists of a ten-step process.  CDE receives district-reported data in the fall of each year, and calculates comparability for each district based on those data.  CDE then informs any districts that are not comparable of the results of their analysis, and requests updated information or evidence that ‘appropriate actions’ have been taken by the districts  to ensure comparability.  CDE requires that districts take such appropriate action by the end of the first semester of the year following that in which the data were reported and the calculations were run.  

The process proposed by CDE does not require districts to ensure full comparability until halfway through the year after the data is provided and the initial comparability calculations are run.  

This issue remains unresolved pending continued discussions between U. S. Department of Education and CDE staff.
	
	

	Indicator 3.5 - The SEA ensures that LEAs provide Title I services to eligible children attending private schools.

Finding:  The LAUSD is assessing individual participants rather than assessing the effectiveness of Title I programs toward meeting agreed upon standards.  Though LAUSD has consulted with private school officials in determining how individual students will be academically assessed, LAUSD has not determined with private school officials how the Title I program at each school will be assessed and the annual progress each program must meet.

	The CDE  must ensure that the LAUSD consults with private school officials to determine how the results of academic assessments of the Title I programs will be used to improve services to private school children.  The CDE must also ensure that LAUSD annually assesses the progress of the Title I programs toward enabling private school Title I participants based on agreed-upon standards and the annual progress each program must meet.  The CDE must provide the ED team with documentation that LAUSD has fulfilled these requirements.
	
	x
	CDE  has developed a process for establishing a consultation process to be utilized statewide by districts and private school officials to develop an evaluation plan to determine the effectiveness of the Title I program serving eligible students in Title I schools.  CDE provided ED with both a form (“Non-Profit Private School Consultation Agenda”) and a description of implementation steps for districts to utilize in this process.  Once approved, CDE will begin to work with LAUSD on implementation, and will then require all other districts in the State to implement this process.  

CDE must provide evidence that it has incorporated the feedback/edits provided by ED, and begun implementation of this process in LAUSD.
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