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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
 SEPTEMBER 2005 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

No Child Left Behind (NCLB Act of 2001 - Including, but not limited to, an update on approval from the U.S. Department of Education (ED) of amendments to California's Accountability Workbook, including the State's application for NCLB flexibility regarding students with disabilities; the status of required submissions to the California Department of Education (CDE) from local educational agencies (LEAs) identified for Program Improvement (PI) and an update on ED's September 2004  Title I monitoring visit.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The State Board of Education (SBE) will hear an update on current NCLB activities and take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This standing item allows the CDE and SBE staff to brief the SBE on timely topics related to NCLB implementation.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Update on approval from the U.S. Department of Education (ED) of amendments to California's Accountability Workbook, including the State's application for NCLB flexibility regarding students with disabilities.

The SBE approved amendments to California's Accountability Workbook at its March 2005 meeting (Item 15). The amendment request was sent to ED on March 31, 2005. 
At a special session of the SBE held on May 31, 2005, the SBE voted to approve a letter of intent to be sent to ED indicating California’s request to be considered for additional NCLB flexibility for students with disabilities, as outlined in the May 10, 2005, guidelines from ED. (Those guidelines can be viewed at http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2005/05/05102005.html.) The letter of intent was sent to Raymond Simon, Deputy Secretary, immediately following the SBE special session. During the special session, the SBE also approved the content of a follow-up letter that was subsequently submitted to ED on June 15, 2005. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The state received a letter from ED, dated July 28, 2005, and signed by Deputy Secretary Ray Simon, approving certain requested amendments and California's use of the "proxy method" to take advantage of the flexibility regarding calculating AYP for students with disabilities subgroup. The letter is attached.
Status of required submissions to CDE from LEAs identified for PI.

In September 2004, ED conducted a review of the way in which the State administers Title I programs, as reauthorized by NCLB. In December 2004, the State received the results of that review. The report indicated that the State needed to amend the criteria by which it identified LEAs for PI to be consistent with federal law. The CDE and the SBE worked with ED to establish new criteria for identifying PI LEAs. On March 9, 2005, the SBE approved the revised criteria, which are described below:

· The LEA received Title I, Part A funds in 2002-03 and 2003-04; and

· The LEA, based on the aggregation of all student scores, did not make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in the same content area in 2002-03 and 2003-04 

(i.e., English-language arts or math); and

· The disaggregation of the LEA’s results by grade span (grades two through five, grades six through eight, and grade ten) resulted in each grade span not making AYP in the same content area in 2002-03 and 2003-04.

Based on these criteria and after all appeals were reviewed, a total of 142 LEAs were identified for PI for the 2004-05 school year. The LEAs identified for PI at the beginning of 2004-05 school year, in addition to the LEAs identified subsequent to the March 2005 SBE meeting, will continue their Year 1 PI status through the end of the 2005-06 school year.

NCLB Section 1116 requires that LEAs identified for PI must:

· Notify parents of the LEA’s PI status within 30 days.

· Complete an addendum to the LEA Plan within 90 days of identification, in consultation with an external entity, parents, and school staff; and implement the amended Plan expeditiously. 

· Reserve at least ten percent of the LEA’s 2005-06 Title I allocation to provide professional development to teachers and administrators. 

LEAs identified for PI were required to submit a copy of the LEA Plan Addendum online to the NCLB Implementation and Coordination Office by August 1, 2005. In addition to the Addendum, LEAs were also required to send in a signed assurance page and copies of their parent notification letters by August 1. In preparing the Addendum, PI 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


LEAs were required to analyze the reason(s) for PI identification, work with their external entity, and ensure that the Addendum:

· Incorporates scientifically based research strategies that strengthen the core academic program in schools served by the LEA.

· Identifies actions that have the greatest likelihood of improving the achievement of students in meeting state standards.

· Addresses the professional development needs of the instructional staff.

· Includes specific measurable achievement goals and targets for all students and subgroups, addressing all elements of AYP.

· Addresses the fundamental teaching and learning needs in the schools of that LEA and the specific academic problems of low-achieving students, including a determination of why the prior LEA Plan failed to bring about increased student achievement.

· Incorporates, as appropriate, activities before school, after school, during the summer, and during an extension of the school year.

· Includes strategies to promote effective parental involvement in the schools.

· Meets all requirements specified in NCLB Section 1116(c)(7)(A)(i) through (viii).

CDE will submit an October 2005 Information Item to the SBE that will include a status report on the required submissions (Addendum, signed assurance page, parent notification letter) from each PI LEA.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Any State or LEA that does not abide by the mandates and provisions of NCLB is at risk of losing federal funding.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: The letter from Deputy Ray Simon, dated July 28, 2005, is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the SBE Office.
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