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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 2005 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Approval of the 2005-06 Contract for the Aprenda, 3rd Edition (Aprenda 3) with Harcourt Assessment, Inc.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the 2005-06 Harcourt Assessment, Inc., (Harcourt) scope of work and take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE discussed the background, key concepts and options for the Request for Submission (RFS) for a primary language achievement test at its March meeting and provided final direction at a Special SBE meeting on April 4, 2005. The RFS for the designated primary language test (DPLT) was released on April 6, 2005.

The SBE received the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (SSPI) recommendation for designation at its July 2005 meeting. Two submissions were received and evaluated and the SSPI recommended Harcourt. The SBE moved to approve the recommendation conditionally upon Harcourt satisfactorily meeting these conditions:  

· Present pretest training materials to all testing directors – not just workshop participants.

· Ensure that the system for tracking materials shipments is sufficiently robust and does not rely solely on e-mail.

· Describe a more flexible process whereby LEAs can estimate the number of scoreable and nonscoreable materials.

· Fully describe the Spectrum System and ensure that all LEAs will have access to the system (e.g. using compatible software) for printing labels.

· Provide student data files through the Spectrum System and provide CD-ROMS of data (test results) upon request.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


· Clarify security, data exchange and confidentiality of data.

· Address relationship with CSIS.

· Provide a turnkey Web site and host a Web site that displays the DPLT results.

· Provide a process for replacement of items and ensure that the effect of replacement items on scores is fully addressed.

· Address these issues without a cost increase.

If these conditions are not satisfied by the September 2005 SBE meeting, the SBE reserved the right to rescind this designation. 

Negotiations between Harcourt and SBE staff and liaisons, CDE staff, and the Department of Finance are occurring in August and the final negotiated scope of work will be provided as a last minute memorandum to the SBE. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Currently, English learners who have been enrolled less than twelve months at the time of testing are required to take the DPLT, as well as the California Standards Tests and for grades three and seven students, the California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey. Districts have the option of administering the DPLT to Spanish-speaking English learners who are enrolled twelve months or more. 

The previous DPLT was the Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, 2nd Edition. A new program is needed for the 2005-06 test administration cycle. 

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The cost for the administration of the DPLT is included in the annual STAR budget appropriation.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


The negotiated scope of work for 2005-06 will provided as a last minute memorandum.
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