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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
September 2005 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Rocklin Unified School District to waive Education Code (EC) Section 37202, the equity length of time requirement, to allow Ruhkala Elementary School to operate grades 1-3 with longer instructional days than the rest of the district (other schools are on early-late schedule).

Waiver Number: 20-6-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

For one year with the condition that the district submits an evaluation of the longer instructional days before a renewal is considered.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved similar requests for waivers in the past.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Rocklin Unified School District is requesting a waiver for the equity length of time requirement to allow longer instructional days at the brand new Ruhkala Elementary in grades 1-3. The district has been using the early-late program since 1975 and when Rock Creek Elementary opened in 2002, the district wanted to try a traditional year.  

As part of the evaluation of the waiver request for Rock Creek Elementary, a survey of the parents indicates that 98.6% are in favor of the traditional year.  That is, all students start school at the same time and end school at the same time. This differs from the early-late program, where half of the students in a class begin 30 minutes to an hour before the rest of the students and that half then is dismissed earlier in the day than the students who start later.  Rocklin Unified has ten elementary schools so if this waiver request is approved, both Rock Creek and Ruhkala will offer longer instructional time while the other eight schools will continue offering the early-late schedule in grades 1-3.  

Ruhkala Elementary’s attendance area is splitting off from Rock Creek so the parents and students are familiar with the full day attendance and prefer it. The teachers are agreement as well. Therefore, the department recommends approval of this waiver request for one year with the condition that an evaluation is submitted before a renewal is considered. 

Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2007

Local board approval date(s): June 15, 2005

Public hearing held on date(s): June 15, 2005

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): June 1, 2005  
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Mary Dick, Rocklin Teachers Parent Association

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school      FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) Web site
Advisory committee(s) consulted: School Site Councils at all elementary schools in the district

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: May 24, 2005

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The district will absorb will incurred costs.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   

Attachments:

· General Waiver request (2 pages)
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