
	California Department of Education

SBE-002 (REV 05/2005)
	blue-nov06item016


	State of California
	Department of Education

	LAST MINUTE MEMORANDUM


	Date:
	October 31, 2006


	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation


	FROM:
	William L. Padia, Deputy Superintendent

Assessment and Accountability Branch


	RE:
	Item No. 16


	SUBJECT:
	California English Language Development Test (CELDT): Update including, but not limited to, preparations for informing districts about changes to the CELDT scale and the impact of new cut scores.


The new version of the CELDT developed for the 2006-2007 school year has been significantly revised resulting in a new reporting scale and performance level cut scores.  These changes will make the CELDT a more accurate indicator of a student’s level of English language development, and will allow comparisons of adjacent grade level test scores.  Because of the changes to the CELDT, CDE and its contractor, CTB McGraw-Hill, have developed a communication plan detailing the means by which districts will be informed of the possible impacts of the new cut scores.
As a first step in this process, focus group interviews were held in September with district and school CELDT coordinators to determine: 1) the types of information sources districts utilized to keep abreast of changes to the CELDT, and 2) the information they needed to best help them explain the impact of the new cut scores to students, parents, and teachers.  
Attachment 2: Focus Groups for Statewide Communication of Changes to the California English Language Development Test Overview of Results (3 Pages) 

