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	November 2, 2006


	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation


	FROM:
	William L. Padia, Deputy Superintendent

Assessment and Accountability Branch


	RE:
	Item No. 18


	SUBJECT:
	Update on issues related to California’s implementation of No Child Left Behind and other federal programs


Special Condition Placed on California’s Title l, Part A Grant Award for 2006-07

On October 31, 2006, the California Department of Education (CDE) submitted a response to the U.S. Department of Education regarding the special condition placed on California’s Title l, Part A Grant Award for 2006-07. The response included a cover letter (Attachment 1), a summary response to the September 30 and October 26 letters (Attachment 2), and a file containing specific information regarding each of the 19 local educational agencies (LEAs). 

Letter to U.S. Department of Education on Harmonization of State and Federal Accountability Systems 

On September 27, 2006, U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education Raymond Simon met with California State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell, California State Board of Education President Kenneth Noonan, and California Secretary of Education Alan D. Bersin on improving and strengthening the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001. At the meeting, Deputy Secretary Simon committed to an ongoing dialogue to harmonize federal and state accountability requirements in California. He invited California to submit changes to its state accountability plan to accomplish this in 2007. 

The proposal in response to Deputy Secretary Simon’s invitation is attached to this item (Attachments 3, 4, 5, and 6). The proposal harmonizes federal and state requirements by using the Academic Performance Index system to determine Adequate Yearly Progress for California LEAs and schools. Following the resolution of issues raised by this proposal, the CDE will prepare a more detailed set of amendments for your consideration with specific reference to the critical elements in the Accountability Workbook.

Attachment 1: October 31, 2006, Response to U.S. Department of Education (1 page)

Attachment 2: Response from the California Department of Education to the September 30, 2006, and October 26, 2006, Grant Award Condition Governing Title l, Part A – Improving Basic Programs Operated by the State’s 20 Largest Local Educational Agencies (6 pages)
Attachment 3: November 1, 2006, Letter to Deputy Secretary Simon (4 pages)

Attachment 4: 2005 Academic Performance Index Based Report Information Guide (90 pages). This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ar/index.asp. A copy of the Guide is available for viewing at the State Board office.
Attachment 5: 2006 Academic Performance Index Growth Report Information Guide (85 pages). This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ar/index.asp. A copy of the Guide is available for viewing at the State Board office.
Attachment 6: May 2006 State Board of Education Agenda Item 13, 2006 Base Academic Performance Index: Subgroup Target Structure (2 pages). This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/main0506.asp. A copy is available for viewing at the State Board office.
