STATE OF CALIFORNIA                                                                                                    ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

1430 N Street, Suite 5111

Sacramento, CA  95814

Phone:  (916) 319-0827

Fax:      (916) 319-0175
	[image: image1.png]


                     



April 13, 2006
Dear State Board of Education Members,

In preparation for the upcoming April 17, 2006 Board meeting, I would like to provide you with further information and a recommendation by the State Board of Education (“SBE”) staff on the item regarding adoption of the Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (the “RLA Framework”).  
In anticipation of the upcoming meeting, I would like to acknowledge that the SBE staff, SBE President Glee Johnson, and Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (“Curriculum Commission”) liaison Ruth Green, have devoted significant efforts to receive and consider suggested amendments to the proposed RLA Framework.  We have met several times with various interested parties and have made every effort to give serious consideration to all proposed suggestions.  
The SBE staff recommends that the State Board of Education, adopt the RLA Framework as proposed by the Curriculum Commission and recommended by the CDE staff, with the amendments below as recommended by the SBE staff:
· Amend Chapter 9 of the RLA Framework (see highlights of the changes described below).
· Recommend that the board consider a review of a sixth option for reading/language arts instruction at the July 2006 board meeting.  This sixth option would be for the lowest three levels of English proficiency. 
· Make clarifying technical changes to the RLA Framework (see highlights of the changes described below). 
· That the SBE find, at this time, that incorporation of the education principles for the environment into the RLA Framework or other curriculum frameworks is not appropriate until the Office of Education and the Environment of the Integrated Waste Management Board completes its development of the model environmental curriculum as required by Public Resources Code section 71302(a).
Included with this letter and staff recommendation is a list of attachments in preparation for the April 17th meeting.
Sincerely,

(original signed)
Roger Magyar

Executive Director 

Attached for your review, please find the following documents:

1. Letter from Board President, Monica Lozano (May 2000) establishing the Board’s rationale for the design of the previous 2002 RLA Criteria.  Highlights of this letter include, 1) establishing the Boards view of the ELD standards as being descriptions of English proficiency levels, not instructional content standards; 
2) establishing the expectation that English learners will have a full set of materials to achieve proficiency in the ELA Content Standards and fully participate I n the basic Reading/Language Arts program; and 3) establishing that English learners’ needs will be addressed within the Basic program through extra support materials provided.

2. Highlights of Support Provided to English Learners In the New 2008 Criteria

3. Two letters from the ACSA/Californian’s Together/CSBA Coalition

4. SBE Staff Response to the Coalition’s letters

5. February 2006 DRAFT Criteria (Ch. 9 of the Feb. 2006 DRAFT RLA Framework) with Board staff proposed amendments.  Proposed amendments are indicated in the document via strike-throughs (deleted text) and underlines (added text).

Highlights of the proposed amendments:

· Minor language changes to retain internal consistency.
· Moved “Curriculum Content Tables” from the back of Chapter 3 and 4 of the RLA Framework to be an Attachment C in Chapter 9.

· Provide clarifying language throughout the document to specify the purpose of support materials and instructional components within the core Basic program in order to remove ambiguity as to the relevance of those materials to English learners.
· Align the English Language Development (ELD) Instructional Materials described in Programs 2 and 3 to the ELD Standards.

· Move three writing program descriptions that were placed in the wrong section to the correct section.  (See strikethroughs on page 484, lines1265-1271.  These were moved to page 473, lines 914-922 to retain internal consistency.

6. Selected References from the RLA Framework to English Learners in Chapters 1 Through 8.
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