Highlights of Support Provided to English Learners in the

Instructional Materials Evaluation Criteria for

English-Language Arts, Kindergarten Through Grade 8

Introduction

School districts and teachers have requested the next adoption provide comprehensive instructional materials that: 1) ensure the successful academic achievement of English learners in the Basic Program and other available program options, and 2) provide flexibility to efficiently and effectively address their instructional needs. The new, enhanced Criteria is complying to the field’s demands by providing targeted: 1) daily instruction in academic and oral vocabulary and language development, 2) English language development [ELD], 3) reading intervention for the early grades, and 4) instruction in writing, vocabulary, oral reading fluency, and assessment for all grades.

Survival and Academic Language and Vocabulary in the Basic Program

Word knowledge and vocabulary (from early survival language to advanced, grade-level academic vocabulary and language) is critical to the academic success of English learners in listening and reading comprehension and in gaining speaking and writing competence. The new Criteria greatly strengthen and expand instruction and practice in the following ways:

What are the new requirements?

1. Survival language and vocabulary—essential for newcomers in obtaining necessities, making requests, and understanding instructions. Instruction in this important area is provided in the Basic Program and the Intensive Intervention Program for English Learners.

2. Sixty minutes of ELD instruction—ELD instruction designed to teach English learners to understand, speak, read and write English and acquire the linguistic competencies that native English speakers already possess when they enter school and continue developing throughout life. Provides materials for teachers and English Learners from newcomer to early advanced levels of English language proficiency that is connected to the basic English-Language Arts program. 
Currently, many districts purchase a separate supplemental ELD program for English learners to use in addition to their adopted basic core program (in English or primary language). For districts wanting to continue this practice, the option remains. However, many in the field have requested basic programs that will provide districts with options for ELD instruction that is directly connected to what students are studying in their Basic Core English-Language Arts Program. This option provides the benefit of instructional continuity in the genre, writing structures, vocabulary, and unit themes that students study in the Basic Program and in ELD instruction and is required in Programs II and III.

3. Intensive Oral Vocabulary Development—kindergarten through grade three for newcomers and other students. The purpose of this instruction is to increase the number of higher-level, sophisticated words students learn in the early grades that promote future success in core academic subject areas in the intermediate grades and beyond. This instruction is in addition to the considerable amount of vocabulary instruction already taught in the Basic Program.

4. Reading Intervention Kit for grades 1 through 3—diagnostic assessments and instructional materials to assist teachers in intervening immediately for newcomers and other students experiencing difficulties in the technical skills of reading.

5. Contrastive Analysis Chart—examines the five most common languages in California and identifies new or difficult sounds and structural features of English to help anticipate problem areas of instruction for English learners.

6. Assessments—the importance of accurate and precise data to guide instruction cannot be overemphasized. The new Criteria require:

· English Language Development assessments to frequently monitor the progress of students’ English language proficiency.

· Diagnostic assessment tools in key technical skill areas to help identify individual student needs and plan appropriate intervention beginning in the earliest grades.

· Weekly assessments in oral vocabulary and language development in kindergarten through grade three to help teachers plan instruction and to monitor students’ progress in vocabulary development.

What elements in the Basic Program have been strengthened for English learners?

1.
Daily vocabulary instruction—essential for reading comprehension and success in all core subject areas. Language and vocabulary development in the Basic Program are addressed in 1) daily lessons of the basic core program; 2) Intensive Vocabulary Instructional Support; 3) the Reading Intervention Kit; 4) 30 minutes of Extra Support for Struggling Readers; and  5) 30 minutes of extra support for English learners. Vocabulary development in word study lessons, reading selections, and classroom discussions provide all students with opportunities to encounter, study, and learn thousands of new words each year. Listed below are examples of required instructional elements critical to English learners and integrated into the Basic Program:

· Weekly assessments in oral vocabulary and language development in kindergarten through grade three to monitor students’ progress.

· Integration of instruction in academic language, reading, and written and oral expression.

· Explicit and systematic instruction in word structure/analysis and in phonological, morphological, syntactical, and semantic structures of English.

2.
Thirty minutes per day of additional instructional support—Some students need more. While all aspects of the Basic Program are designed to ensure all students full access to the curriculum and opportunity to master the content standards, we know that some students need more. The Criteria are designed expressly to support English learners in the Basic Program by providing additional daily instruction and practice materials. Thirty minutes per day of additional instructional support for English learners reinforces and extends daily lessons in the Basic Program for students at all levels of English language proficiency, beginning through early advanced (Chapter 9, pages 455-456, lines 266-306). The Basic Program provides continuous scaffolded structured English immersion support.

The purpose of this additional instructional support is to ensure that English learners have what they need to successfully participate in the core program while learning English. Teacher support materials describe grouping strategies for flexible small-group instruction (Chapter 9, page 480, line 1170). Instructional support is differentiated based on the content of the lessons and the language proficiency levels of the students. 

Examples of requirements designed to provide English learners with the extra structured English immersion support to be successful in the daily classroom lessons and in mastering grade-level standards include explicit linguistic instruction in:

· Survival vocabulary and language

· Language skills [both transferable and non-transferable]

· Acquisition of academic vocabulary

· Phonological, morphological, syntactical, and semantic structures of English

3.
Writing—significantly improved and expanded in the new Criteria, especially in areas in which students who are learning English are likely to experience difficulty. Through the writing process, students have an opportunity to practice newly learned language patterns, structures, and vocabulary. With feedback from teachers in all phases of the writing process, students gain the opportunity to replace simple word choices and kernel sentences with more sophisticated ones. Examples of how the criteria have been expanded and improved to meet the instructional needs of English learners include:

· Materials for teachers that support them in developing students’ academic language including the more difficult, abstract, technical, and specialized vocabulary and concepts used when using expository text.

· Direct, explicit, and systematic instruction, practice, and application to grade-appropriate content standards including sentence fluency; sentence variety; paragraph and essay structure, organization, and coherence; and word choice

· Direct, explicit, and systematic instruction and practice of written and oral English language conventions and academic vocabulary. 

In what other ways does the Basic Program support English learners?

1.
The instructional design and supporting elements provide a full range of tools for teachers to differentiate instruction. For example, teachers may use new diagnostic assessments to determine what students know, what they need to learn, and when intensive intervention is necessary. Using new instructional elements such as the Reading Intervention Kit, teachers will have the tools to target specific skill areas where students need more instruction. The new teaching tools that are required in the basic program provide flexibility in meeting the needs of all students during whole group and small group instruction. For example, teachers use small group instruction to introduce or preteach a new reading selection by working with small groups of English learners to build background knowledge and concepts important for understanding the story and teaching new vocabulary, language features and sentence structures students will encounter. This design demonstrates merely two of many ways English learners are prepared for successful participation in the daily lessons.

2.
Instructional elements critical to English learners are integrated into the Basic Program. All History-Social Science and Science content standards—(including but not limited to concepts, vocabulary, skills and strategies) must be addressed in the text and content taught in kindergarten through grade three to ensure these core academic subjects are mastered during reading language arts instruction. 

What materials are available that enable English learners, who are two or more years below grade-level, to catch up to their peers?

Basic Program V is a stand-alone, accelerated, intensive intervention program for English learners. Students who require intensive intervention may participate in instructional programs that combine skill and concept development in both English literacy and the English language. It is essential that English learners have the opportunity to gain rapidly the skills and knowledge necessary to be successful in the basic grade-level program. Examples of required elements are as follows:

1.
2 1/2 to 3 hours of daily instruction for English learners who are 2 or more years below grade level in academic achievement. Students’ placement within the program is determined by diagnostic assessment data.

2.
Emphasis placed on academic language, vocabulary and concept development, sentence structure, grammar, organization and delivery of oral communication, and speaking applications. 

3.
Materials guide teachers on how to instruct English learners to ensure mastery of reading comprehension, writing, listening and speaking standards at their various levels of proficiency by accentuating areas of primary concern for students who are learning English, including:

•
Transferable and non-transferable skills based on the students' primary language (no survival language?)

• 
Acquisition of academic vocabulary

• 
Phonological, morphological, syntactical, and semantic structures of English

What are some of the other new instructional materials and tools to support English learners and their teachers?

1.
A linguistic contrastive analysis chart in the teacher edition showing how new or difficult sounds and features of the English language are taught and reinforced. The chart provides comparisons with the five or more most common languages in California.
2. A cassette, CD, other audio recording, or video that demonstrates the correct pronunciation of all the sounds taught.

3. Teacher editions that clearly reference, explain, and provide the location of additional instructional materials and program components designed to provide extra support for students who require it, including English learners. 
4. Teacher editions for extra support materials provide daily lesson guidance regarding the use of instructional materials to support, develop, and provide additional instruction and sufficient practice of key concepts, skills, and strategies for English learners and struggling readers.

Addendum A

The following is a list of the 5 types of programs called for in the next English-language Arts Adoption:

Program I:  The Reading/Language Arts (RLA) Basic Program, K-8. The Criteria for the RLA Basic Program brings forward the strong instructional elements of the 2002 adoption and has been enhanced and expanded to more consistently and efficiently focus on English learners.

Program II:  The Reading/Language Arts/English Language Development Basic Program, K-8. Program II is the Basic Program, including all required instructional components described in Program I, with an additional required sixty minutes of English language development Instruction in all grades that is connected to the Basic Program.

Program III:  Primary Language/ English Language Development Basic Program, K-8. This Basic Program option is for students studying in their primary language. The criteria for this program requires an additional sixty minutes daily of English language development in all grades to assist students in their transition into English. 

Program IV:  Intensive Intervention Program in Reading/Language Arts, 4-8. The Intensive Intervention Program in Reading/Language Arts is designed to be a stand-alone, intensive, accelerated reading/language arts program. This program provides two and one-half hours to three hours of daily instruction designed to address the instructional needs of students in grades four through eight whose reading achievement is two or more years below grade level. 

This program is intended to position students to rapidly progress toward successful reentry to the Basic Program at student’s appropriate grade level. The instructional design of the program assumes that students can gain two grade levels per one year of instruction to accelerate student reentry into the regular classroom within two-years or less.

Program V:  Intensive Intervention Program for English Learners, 4-8. This program is designed specifically for English learners in grades four through eight whose academic achievement is two or more years below grade level. It is a stand-alone, intensive, accelerated program that provides two and one-half hours to three hours of daily instruction that addresses literacy and language development. The materials incorporate the elements for English language development and are designed to provide intensive, accelerated, and extensive English-language development that complements and supports reading/language arts instruction.

This program is intended to position students to rapidly progress toward successful reentry to the Basic Program at student’s appropriate grade level. The instructional design of the program assumes that students can gain two grade levels per one year of instruction to accelerate student reentry into the regular classroom within two-years or less.
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