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There are three significant problems with the language in Program #1 and #2 in regards to providing a fully articulated and integrated system of instruction and assessment for English learners. 

#1 – No Clear “Roadmap” for Teachers to link ELA and ELD

No clear “roadmap” that provides teachers direction to link English language development and English language arts content standards to ensure fully integrated lessons based on the level of a student’s English language proficiency. The ELA standards are not designed to follow the progression of second language acquisition but rather grade level content whereas, the ELD standards follow English language proficiency levels that have been aligned by grade level by the matrices developed by the California Department of Education.  

What is needed?

The ELD materials in Program #1 and Program #2 need to use the ELD standards from the Beginning to the Advanced levels of English language proficiency so that teachers may see the stages of language development as they work to teach the ELA content. The ELD standards should be used singularly or clustered as appropriate to match the ELA standards, reflecting the intent the ELD standards are the “onramp” to ELA Standards. 
This is especially useful for the teacher who has a mixture of English learners and English-only students and there is a need to plan integrated lessons targeting both ELD and ELA standards within a single thematic unit or piece of literature. Instead of two separate systems of diagnostic assessment in the classroom the needs of EL and English-only students can be addressed. 

The English Language Development standards (1999) were developed with the achievement of the ELA standards as the ultimate objective. Many of the ELD standards at the Early Advanced and Advanced levels actually contain wording similar to, or exactly the same as the ELA standards. For the Beginning to Intermediate levels of English proficiency there is little guidance publishers and teacher in current proposals.

#2 – The ELD Materials as proposed do not clearly allow for use during a traditional instructional period of 1 to 2.5 hours as well as additional time for ELD instruction. The proposed ELD materials do not differentiate instruction based on level of English proficiency.
It is very important to educators across the state that students in the Beginning to Intermediate levels of English proficiency have access to ELD as well as ELA during the regular instructional time. State statute does not require a 2.5 hour ELA instructional time for grades 1-3 and a one hour period in addition, for ELD. This has been an assumption rather than law. The only legal requirement for actual minutes of instruction is in physical education.  

Page 2 – ELA/ELD Narrative 

Teachers are overwhelmed with responsibilities to teach ELA, mathematics, history-social science, science, art, health, and physical education. Some students will need additional time for ELD but other EL students would benefit from materials that are fully integrated to be used within the traditional ELA instructional period. The argument is made that the new ELA Basic Programs cover history social science and science standards so this frees up more time for ELA and ELD however state statute and STAR assessments still cover the full grade level content in history social science and science and state law still requires school districts to purchase history social science and science books. 
The current proposals do not provide enough direction for publishers to develop ELD materials that clearly differentiate instruction based on level of English proficiency. Lessons need to provide differentiated learning activities that address the diversity of language proficiency levels.

What is needed?

Guidance to publishers must include developing ELD materials that are structured to be used both within the traditional instructional period and outside of the traditional ELA instructional period. The ELD materials must also provide assistance to teachers to differentiate instruction for students at the Beginning, Early Intermediate, Intermediate, Early Advanced and Advanced levels of English language proficiency levels in order to teach English learners to master the English Language Arts Content Standards.
#3 The Teacher’s Guide for ELD is not substantive to address the challenges they face in working with the diversity of English learners.

The ELD Teachers Guide must include sample lesson plans that show teachers how to review and plan to ensure that there is a clear connection between teaching strategies, learning activities, and what students are required to do to master both the ELD and ELA standards. The ELD Teachers Guide should include at a minimum:

1. Background information for teachers regarding various profiles of English learners.

2. Grouping options when working with students a various language proficiency levels.

3. Language transfer issues

4. Appropriate strategies for English learners

5. Role of students’ primary language

6. Implementation timeline and pacing guide. 

