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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS FRAMEWORK & CRITERIA

Additional Program Option for Impacted School Districts/Classrooms

What are we trying to do?

Existing instructional materials focus on literacy skills for native English speakers. Existing instructional materials do not provide for comprehensive language development that is critical for English learners to acquire English as well as literacy skills. Existing instructional materials are not linked to the state approved English language development (ELD) standards thereby making it impossible for teachers to provide differentiated instruction for English learners with varying levels of English proficiency.

A goal therefore, is to provide an additional comprehensive reading/language arts program option written specifically for English learners with little or no knowledge of English (those in the lowest 3 proficiency levels). This program option will assist English learners in acquiring English and learning to read and write English as quickly as possible. The comprehensive basic reading/language arts program would be aligned to the English Language Arts and English language development standard for English learners in K-8 grades. This additional program would not require additional ELD support outside of the 2.5 hours of the basic program. Teachers will be guided and assisted in providing differentiated instruction. An additional program option would provide districts with overwhelming numbers of English learners additional flexibility in choosing a program that best address the needs of their students. This program option would not replace any of the current proposed program options. 

What is inadequate about the proposed English Language Arts Framework & Evaluation Criteria?

The framework & criteria, will not provide sufficient instruction to publishers to submit instructional materials designed specifically for English learners in the lowest proficiency levels because:

· The proposed framework & criteria provides a basic program of language arts designed for native English speakers. The basic program does not allow for differentiated instruction for English learners with little or no knowledge of English.

· The proposed Criteria 2008 does not require publishers to submit instructional materials that will provide language development and literacy instruction to English learners, specifically English learners in the lowest 3 proficiency levels.  
· The proposed 2008 Criteria calls for English language development for English learners outside of the 2.5 hours of the basic program. ELD is called for in the additional 30 minutes for English learners in program 1 and an additional 60 minutes in programs 2 & 3. However the criteria does not articulate how the ELD standards are to be taught or how this set of standards relate to the Reading/Language Arts Content Standards. Therefore publishers will have to define each English Language Development standard for each proficiency level or ignore this problem. 
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Narrative-ELA Framework & Criteria

· When English learners are addressed in Programs 1 & 2, the instruction is either in the Universal Access section of the proposed 2008 Criteria calling only for “minimum modifications” or as extended time during the ELD instruction. It is the “core” instruction (ie Basic Program) that needs to target ELD while addressing language arts.
· The literature selections for the Basic programs assume native fluency in English. Reading selections must be on grade level but screened through the lens of second language learners to account for attributes as:
· Complexity of vocabulary
· Abstract language and concepts
· Illustrations support story to build comprehension
· Pre-reading activities scaffold oral language, vocabulary and syntax development.
Vocabulary development is solely for academic language, assumes a 5,000-7,000 word basic vocabulary for Kindergarten. It must also build social language for communication.

What should be included in the framework and criteria that is not there? What is needed to create a complete program?

What is needed is a stand-alone accelerated Basic Comprehensive Reading/Language Arts program for English learners at the lowest proficiency levels in Kindergarten and 1-8 grades. This program would be tied to the ELA standards and the ELD standards and provide for differentiated instruction. This program would not require additional ELD instruction outside of the 2.5 hours of the basic program. This program will not replace existing programs but would provide to districts another program option to choose from when determining which program best meets the needs of their students, including English learners at the lowest proficiency levels. Additionally, a complete program should:

The proposed framework and criteria should include:

· A well-designed curriculum for English learners that provides a research based structure and instructional materials for differentiating instruction for English learners with deferent levels of English proficiency based on the California ELD & ELA standards.

· An effective program based on the developmental and academic needs of students learning English as a second language.

· Instructional materials designed specifically for English learners with little or no knowledge of English containing both language development and literacy components/elements.
· Linking the ELA & ELD standards throughout the document to emphasize that all programs need to help English learners develop a strong foundation in the English language and literacy.
· Differentiated language and literacy lessons for the lower proficiency levels.
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Narrative- ELA Framework & Criteria

· Benchmark assessments to show regular progress in English literacy and proficiency.
· Decodable text for English learners that take into account more natural sounding language in order to develop phonics skills along with language development.
· Teacher guides describing how students acquire a second language and  how they develop literacy in their own language.
· An English Language Newcomers kit for non-readers of English at the beginning and the early intermediate levels of English proficiency for new students who enroll in grades 2-8.
· Permit audio and written summaries in major primary languages to enhance comprehension.
· Require cultural references to be accurate and reflect the dominate cultures of the students in California schools.
· Require guidance for teachers to diagnose linguistic errors in writing caused by two languages in contact and providing guidance on how to assist English learners in editing for grammar, syntax, and vocabulary errors while using this contrastive analysis.
What is needed to create a complete program?

· Accept and utilize the English Language Development standards for instructional purposes.

· Classify Program 1 as the program option to be used by districts who have little or no 

English learners or other student sub-group in their schools. This program could provide 

for 30 minutes additional support for English learners if it is ELD specific.

· Classify Program 2 as the program option to be used by districts with large numbers of English learners. Should integrate the 60 additional minutes into the 2.5 hours of basic instruction. The Basic program would be aligned to the ELA & ELD standards matrix and should provide for differentiated instruction specific to the needs of English learners, especially those in the lowest proficiency levels.

· Classify the recommended Program 6 as the program option to be used by districts with classrooms overwhelmingly comprised of students who are English learners. Students reading on grade level and reaching the English language proficiency level of Early Advanced with this program are prepared to transition into Program 1 and/or 2 with the ELD supports for English learners contained in the programs.

