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	SUBJECT:
	Legislative Update: Including, but not limited to, Information on Legislation from the 2005-06 Legislative Session.


The legislative measures presented include bills that fall under the seven principles adopted by the SBE at the September 2004 Board meeting, as well as legislation that may be of interest to the SBE.

February 24, 2006, was the last day to introduce new legislation for the second half of the 2005-06 legislative session. The state Legislature introduced 1,437 bills between February 21st and February 24th. Approximately 300 bills pertained to education program areas. We will continue to add bills to the update once we have had the opportunity to identify relevant measures. The Legislature begins spring recess upon adjournment on April 6, 2006 and reconvenes on April 17, 2006.  April 28, 2006, is the last day for policy committees to hear and report to fiscal committees fiscal bills introduced in their house.  

 

Legislative Update 

Bills Related to State Board (SBE) of Education Principles

1. Safeguard the State Board of Education adopted academic content standards as the foundation of California's K-12 educational system; the same standards for all children. 

AB 1246 (Wolk) 

This bill would authorize the Superintendent of Public Instruction to develop preschool learning standards and develop curriculum guides in preliteracy, prenumeracy, history/social science and science. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This measure has become a two-year bill.  
AB 2115 (Goldberg)

This bill would require the State Board of Education to appoint a panel of teachers who teach any subject in any of kindergarten or grades 1 to 12, inclusive, to review and revise the state content standards in English language arts, mathematics, science, and history and social science. In addition it would require the revised content standards to contain no more than 10 standards per subject, per grade level. The bill would require the panel to present the revised content standards to the state board by January 1, 2010, and would require the state board to adopt revised content standards for English language arts, mathematics, science, and history and social science, pursuant to the recommendations of the panel. This bill would require the state board to appoint a new teacher panel as needed in order to review and revise the standards and to present revised content standards to the state board every 10 years. The bill also would express the intent of the Legislature that all 10 of the revised content standards be tested in the standardized tests.

This bill is the vehicle for a legislation currently being discussed by the Assembly Education Committee workgroup on Standards, Accountability and Instruction.
2. Insure that curriculum is rigorous, standards-aligned, and research-based utilizing State Board adopted materials or standards-aligned textbooks in grades 9 to 12, to prepare children for college or the workforce.
AB 607 (Goldberg)

This bill would limit the term of members of the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission. This bill would prohibit a person appointed to serve as part of an advisory group to the commission from participating in that

advisory group for more than one subject matter adoption. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Education Committee.  

AB 2722 (Canciamilla)

This bill would prohibit the State Board from adopting basic instructional materials in language arts or mathematics for the same grade level in successive years. The bill would require the State Board of Education to allow the continued use of certain

instructional materials for at least 2 years following the 6th year after those instructional materials are adopted if specified conditions are met. This bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the Assembly.  

SB 696 (Escutia) 

This bill is the same as SB 657 from last year. SB 657 was vetoed by the Governor.  This bill would require the SBE to annually solicit recommendations from school districts of instructional materials for adoption in any subject area in which the Board adopts instructional materials. This bill permits a school district that recommends instructional materials for adoption to use those instructional materials as if the materials were adopted by the SBE, unless the SBE, within 180 calendar days, makes written factual findings that the instructional materials lack specific criteria. In addition, the SBE must decide within one year of the receipt of a school district recommendation whether to adopt the recommended instructional materials. A failure of the State Board to act on the recommendation deems the instructional materials adopted for four years, or until the next regular adoption of materials in that category, whichever comes later.  
This measure passed the Senate Floor 23-10 on January 26, 2006, and is awaiting assignment in the Assembly.  

SB 1653 (Alarcon)

This bill would establish the K-12 Supplemental Instructional Materials Account within the State Treasury to be administered by the State Board of Education. This bill would require that each fiscal year, commencing with the 2006-07 fiscal year, an amount of moneys be transferred from the Proposition 98 Reversion Account to the K-12 Supplemental Instructional Materials Account in the annual Budget Act the bill would require the amount to equal 10% of the unappropriated balance in the Proposition 98 Reversion Account as of the end of the immediately preceding fiscal year or $10 per pupil enrolled in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive, adjusted annually for inflation, whichever is higher, to the extent funds are available. This bill would require that the funds in the K-12 Supplemental Instructional Materials Account be used for the necessary supplemental instructional materials. This bill would permit the Legislature to transfer other funds appropriated in compliance with Proposition 98 into the K-12 Supplemental Instructional Materials Account and would also permit the receipt of private donations. This bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the Senate.
3. Insure the availability of State Board of Education adopted instructional materials for Kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 and locally adopted standards-aligned instructional materials in grades 9 to 12. 

AB 1548 (Pavley)

This bill would require, by January 1, 2008, that publishers or manufactures make adopted instructional materials available in an electronic file format for use by a pupil who is blind or who has a print disability.  Additionally, this bill establishes a pilot program that will allow 12 schools to use instructional materials funding to purchase electronic equipment bundled with standards-based, state-adopted instructional materials. This is an urgency measure. This bill is awaiting a vote on the Senate Floor.  

4. Support professional development for teachers on the adopted instructional materials that are used in the classroom. 

SB 362 (Torlakson)  

This bill would establish the Physical Education Professional Development Program, administered by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.  Clarifies that a secondary school physical education class is one in which each student is required to actively participate. Deletes the authority for a student to be excused from physical education classes to attend driver’s training, and closes a loophole that allows a student who is at least 16 years old and in 11th grade or repeating 10th grade to be permanently excused from physical education courses.  This measure passed the Senate floor 27-10 on January 30, 2006, and is awaiting committee assignment in the Assembly.   

SB 472 (Alquist) 

This bill is similar to SB 414 (Alquist) from last year.  The Governor vetoed SB 414 due to “drafting errors.”  This bill would extend the Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program for teachers from July 1, 2006 to July 1, 2012. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the Assembly.  
SB 1190 (Alquist)

This bill would expand the Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program by adding science to the existing teacher professional development program. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Education Committee.   

AB 2248 (Coto)

This bill would extend Reading First grants for years five and six to local education agencies that have received continuous funding and can demonstrate significant progress. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.  

This bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the Assembly. 

5. Maintain the assessment and accountability system (including STAR, EAP, CAHSEE, and CELDT). 

AB 1483 (Arambula)

Requires the development and administration of an English language development assessment in early literacy skills for English learners in kindergarten and grade 1. The bill would require the State Department of Education, in the development of the test for pupils in kindergarten and grade 1, to minimize any additional testing time and to ensure that the test is age and developmentally appropriate. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction and would bring California into alignment with federal requirements. This measure is awaiting a committee assignment in Senate Rules.  

AB 2117 (Goldberg)

This bill would include, within the listed assessment criteria, assessment of academic proficiency using a primary language assessment instrument under the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program, if that assessment instrument is available.
This bill is the vehicle for a legislation currently being discussed by the Assembly Education Committee workgroup on English Language Learners.
AB 2937 (Pavley)  
This bill would require the high school exit examination to be offered to any pupil in grade 10, 11, or 12 in June, July, and August of 2006, with not less than one of those dates on a Saturday.  This bill would also require that the results of a high school exit

examination be provided to pupils who are in grade 12 during calendar year

2006 or 2007, within 14 business days of the examination. 

This bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the Assembly.

SB 517 (Romero)

This bill exempts pupils with disabilities who meet certain criteria, from the requirement of passing the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) as a condition of receiving a high school diploma, until December 31, 2006.  This bill was signed by the Governor on January 30, 2006.  This was an urgency measure that took effect immediately.    

6. Insure that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and all teacher training institutes use State Board adopted standards as the basis for determining the subject matter competency of teacher candidates. 

SB 428 (Scott) 

This bill would repeal the CBEST and would charge the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing with establishing standards and procedures for the issuance and renewal of teaching credentials in California. This measure, which is a two-year bill, is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  

SB 1209 (Scott) 

This bill will address a number of issues related to teacher credentialing and preparation. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Education Committee.

7. Strengthen coordination between K-12 and higher education. 

None at this time.

Other Bills of Interest to the State Board

AB 172 (Chan) Universal Preschool

States the intent of the Legislature to establish and provide a voluntary preschool-for-all system. In addition, AB 172 would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to prepare a report and submit it to the Legislature before January 1, 2007, regarding the types of preschool programs that receive funding, including data relating to the geographic and income distribution of participants in these programs. In addition, the Superintendent shall convene a committee to develop a plan to coordinate the capacity and efficiency of the state system of postsecondary education for the purpose of preparing and training high quality staff in preschool programs. This bill would become operative only if funding is provided for purposes of the bill in a statewide initiative that authorizes universal preschool and is approved by the voters at a statewide election.  This measure is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Education Committee.
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