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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
january 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Tamalpais Union High School District to waive portions of Education Code (EC) sections 52084 (a)(c) and 52086 (a) Grade Nine Class Size Reduction (Morgan-Hart), the requirement for a 20:1 student to teacher ratio so that the district may provide a 25:1 ratio across four core courses--English, math, science and social studies.

Waiver Number: 2-11-2005
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

Approval, with the following conditions: 1) the total funding to the district will not exceed two times the grade nine enrollment of the district; 2) all participating English, math, science, and social studies classes will be held to the 25:1 ratio; 3) the participating high schools, Drake, Redwood, and Tamalpais, must be implementing the ninth grade smaller learning communities structure for all ninth grade students and maintain an Academic Performance Index (API) over 800; 4) the waiver will not become permanent; and 5) the district must submit a report tracking identified criteria before renewal is considered.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In the past, the State Board of Education (SBE) approved requests from Tamalpais Union High School District (TUHSD) as long as the high schools involved had an API over 800. All three TUHSD high schools have an API over 800.

The TUHSD began implementing a modified version of the Grade Nine Class Size Reduction Program beginning in the 2001-02 school year (25:1 in English, mathematics, science, and social studies). The SBE granted waivers for the TUHSD to modify the implementation of the Grade Nine Class Size Reduction Program in May 2001, April 2002, and June 2003. Assembly Bill (AB) 163 by Assemblyman Joe Nation was approved October 2003 which allowed TUHSD to implement ninth grade class size reduction across the four core subjects, instead of two, at a maximum class size of 25.  The legislation allowing this pilot project, EC Section 52086.5, sunsets as of July 1, 2006.  

The TUHSD has chosen to seek a waiver rather than an extension of legislation based on the information provided by the Governor with the veto message for AB 384, which was a bill to allow Petaluma Joint Union High School District to modify the Grade Nine Class Size Reduction Program: “The State Board of Education is responsible for granting waivers from specific program requirements, when appropriate.”

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The TUHSD has submitted a waiver request to implement the Grade Nine Class Size Reduction Program across four core subjects, instead of two, with a maximum class size of 25, in order for the district to be able to continue its successful Smaller Learning Communities model.  

As part of the original waiver approvals, the district agreed to provide evaluation data. The most recent report to the SBE was in spring 2005. An updated report was included with this waiver (attached) and concludes with the following comment. 

The Tamalpais Union High School District strongly advocates for extending the class size reduction options to high schools engaged in school reform efforts. The 20:1 approach simply is too restrictive to facilitate alternative school grouping/organizational patterns. Our data suggests that schools can achieve the desired student achievement goals of Class Size Reduction while still working to increase personalization and student engagement. State resources are better used when multiple improvement goals can be met with the same amount of resources.

The California Department of Education supports this waiver as it is consistent with the Superintendent’s High Performing High Schools Initiative and will allow the TUHSD to continue implementing its smaller learning communities model. Research indicates smaller learning communities have a positive impact on student achievement and yet few resources are available to support this work. The waiver is also consistent in allowing flexibility for program implementation for schools achieving the 800 benchmark on the API.

Approval, with the following conditions: 1) the total funding to the district will not exceed two times the grade nine enrollment of the district; 2) all participating English, math, science, and social studies classes will be held to the 25:1 ratio; 3) the participating high schools, Drake, Redwood, and Tamalpais, must be implementing the ninth grade smaller learning communities structure for all ninth grade students and maintain an Academic Performance Index (API) over 800; 4) the waiver will not become permanent; and 5) the district must submit a report tracking identified criteria before renewal is considered.

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 07/01/06 – 06/29/08

Local board approval date(s): 08/23/05

Public hearing held on date(s): 08/23/05

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 01/09/01; 03/14/03; 09/01/05   
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Tamalpais Teacher’s Association. Paul Grifo, President (2001); Patrick Gaynor, President (2003); Britt Block, President (2005)

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Drake High School, Redwood High School, Tamalpais High School

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: Drake High School 09/28/05; Redwood High School 09/14/05;   Tamalpais High School 9/20/05 

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Whether this waiver would have any fiscal impact is speculative. It depends upon what the district would do in the absence of the waiver. With the proposed condition limiting claims to two times the ninth grade enrollment in the participating schools, it is reasonable to conclude that any fiscal impact would be minor.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.
Attachments:

· General Waiver Request (4 pages)

· Tamalpais Union High School District Evaluation of Flexibility in Class Size Reduction (5 pages)
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