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	SUBJECT

Legislative update, including, but not limited to information on legislation from the 2005-06 session.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


This item is presented to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The May 2006 legislative update provided to the SBE included a summary and status of legislative measures from the 2005-2006 legislative session.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The legislative measures presented include bills that fall under the seven principles adopted by the SBE at the September 2004 Board meeting, as well as legislation that may be of interest to the SBE, including an overview of the 2006-07 state budget.

June 30, 2006, was the last day for policy committees to meet and report bills. The legislature will be on Summer recess beginning July 7, 2006, and will reconvene on August 7, 2006. August 18, 2006, will be the last day for fiscal committees to meet and report bills to the floor, and August 31, 2006, will be the last day for each house to pass bills, with final recess beginning at the end of that day’s session.  
	    FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The fiscal impact will be noted as appropriate in the legislative summary of each measure.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  Legislative update (7 pages). A last minute memorandum will be submitted with an update on the status of legislative measures.  

Legislative Update

Bills Related to State Board (SBE) of Education Principles

1. Safeguard the State Board of Education adopted academic content standards as the foundation of California's K-12 educational system; the same standards for all children. 

AB 1246 (Wolk)

This bill would authorize the Superintendent of Public Instruction to develop preschool learning standards and develop curriculum guides in preliteracy, prenumeracy, history/social science and science. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This measure is waiting to be heard in the Senate Appropriations Committee.  

AB 2115 (Goldberg)

This bill contains the recommendations of the Assembly Education Committee workgroup on Standards, Accountability and Instruction for which there was bi-partisan agreement. These include:

The establishment of a Career Technical Education Coordinating Council to identify state and federal career education programs in kindergarten and grades 1-12 schools and to recommend to the Governor and the Legislature ways to coordinate programs and funding streams in order to enhance the effectiveness and economy of those programs. It requires the council to identify barriers to the articulation of K-12 programs with the programs of various state institutions of higher education, and to link K-12 programs with community college certificate and degree programs. It requires the council to make recommendations regarding the credential requirements and instruction for various CTE programs.

The creation of Electronic Materials Site Licenses, which requires a publisher or manufacturer of electronic materials to provide a site license to the purchasing school or district to reproduce up to 10% of the materials to replace lost or damaged materials.

AB 2115 passed the Assembly Floor 74-6 on May 31, 2006, and is awaiting assignment in the Senate Rules Committee.

2. Insure that curriculum is rigorous, standards-aligned, and research-based utilizing State Board adopted materials or standards-aligned textbooks in grades 9 to 12, to prepare children for college or the workforce.
AB 607 (Goldberg)

This bill would limit the term of members of the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission. This bill would prohibit a person appointed to serve as part of an advisory group to the commission from participating in that

advisory group for more than one subject matter adoption. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Education Committee.  

AB 2722 (Canciamilla)

This bill would prohibit the State Board from adopting basic instructional materials in language arts or mathematics for the same grade level in successive years. The bill would require the State Board of Education to allow the continued use of certain

instructional materials for at least 2 years following the 6th year after those instructional materials are adopted if specified conditions are met. This bill passed the Assembly Floor 71-0 on May 18, 2006, and is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Education Committee.  

SB 696 (Escutia)

This bill is the same as SB 657 from last year. SB 657 was vetoed by the Governor. This bill would require the SBE to annually solicit recommendations from school districts of instructional materials for adoption in any subject area in which the Board adopts instructional materials. This bill permits a school district that recommends instructional materials for adoption to use those instructional materials as if the materials were adopted by the SBE, unless the SBE, within 180 calendar days, makes written factual findings that the instructional materials lack specific criteria. In addition, the SBE must decide within one year of the receipt of a school district recommendation whether to adopt the recommended instructional materials. A failure of the State Board to act on the recommendation deems the instructional materials adopted for four years, or until the next regular adoption of materials in that category, whichever comes later.  At the May 2006 meeting, the SBE voted to oppose this bill.   This measure passed the Senate Floor 23-10 on January 26, 2006, and is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.  

3. Insure the availability of State Board of Education adopted instructional materials for Kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 and locally adopted standards-aligned instructional materials in grades 9 to 12. 

AB 1548 (Pavley)

This bill establishes the Digital Classroom Grant Program of 2006, which directs the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) to divide funds appropriated for the purpose among the 11 technology project regions of the state and reserve funds for schools selected by the SPI in each region. The new Digital Classroom Grant Program  is intended to provide a means for allocating $25 million proposed in the 2006-07 Governor's Budget for education technology grants. This is an urgency measure sponsored by the Governor. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Appropriations Committee.  

4. Support professional development for teachers on the adopted instructional materials that are used in the classroom. 

SB 362 (Torlakson)  

This bill would establish the Physical Education Professional Development Program, administered by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Adds components to the categorical monitoring process (CMP) as it relates to Physical Education. Clarifies that a secondary school physical education class is one in which each student is required to actively participate. Deletes the authority for a student to be excused from physical education classes to attend driver’s training, and closes a loophole that allows a student who is at least 16 years old and in 11th grade or repeating 10th grade to be permanently excused from physical education courses. This measure passed the Senate floor 27-10 on January 30, 2006, and is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.   

SB 472 (Alquist) 

This bill is similar to SB 414 (Alquist) from last year.  The Governor vetoed SB 414 due to “drafting errors.”  This bill would extend the Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program for teachers from July 1, 2006 to July 1, 2012. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This bill passed the Assembly Education Committee 6-2 on May 3, 2006, and is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  
SB 1190 (Alquist)

This bill would expand the Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program by adding science to the existing teacher professional development program. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This bill passed the Senate Floor 24-11 on May 30, 2006, and currently is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee. 
AB 2248 (Coto)

This bill would extend Reading First grants for years five and six to local education agencies that have received continuous funding and can demonstrate significant progress. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.  

AB 2248 passed the Assembly Floor 56-23 on May 31, 2006, and is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Education Committee.

5. Maintain the assessment and accountability system (including STAR, EAP, CAHSEE, and CELDT). 

AB 1483 (Arambula)

Requires the development and administration of an English language development assessment in early literacy skills for English learners in kindergarten and grade 1. The bill would require the State Department of Education, in the development of the test for pupils in kindergarten and grade 1, to minimize any additional testing time and to ensure that the test is age and developmentally appropriate. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction and would bring California into alignment with federal requirements. This measure is awaiting a hearing in the Senate 

Education Committee.  

AB 2117 (Coto)

This bill requires the California Department of Education (CDE) to administer a three-year competitive grant pilot project, beginning on September 1, 2007, with the goal of identifying and implementing the most effective practices to instruct English language learners (ELLs). It also requires a consortium consisting of the CDE, the University of California (UC), the California State University (CSU), and various county offices of 
education (COEs) to develop a plan for a training program for certificated and classified staff teaching ELL. This bill is the vehicle for legislation discussed by the Assembly Education Committee workgroup on English Language Learners. AB 2117 passed the Assembly Floor 63-15 on May 31, 2006, and is awaiting assignment in the Senate Rules Committee.

AB 2937 (Pavley)  
Requires the California Department of Education (CDE) to conduct a study to determine which of the California Standards Tests (CSTs), or which combination of those tests, is equivalent to the English language arts and mathematics portion of the California High School Exit Examination(CAHSEE). This bill also requires CDE to determine the performance level on the test or tests that is equivalent to a passing score on the pertinent portion of the CAHSEE, and to report its findings to the Legislature as to whether any of these tests is equivalent to the CAHSEE and whether a student who achieves an equivalent passing score on the identified CST should be deemed to have passed that portion of the CAHSEE. This bill passed the Assembly Floor 49-31 on May 31, 2006, and is awaiting assignment in the Senate Rules Committee.

AB 2975 (Hancock)

This bill makes Legislative declarations that action is needed to align the state and federal assessment and accountability programs and requires the SBE to change the definition of "proficient" for purposes of adequate yearly progress (AYP) for the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) to be set at the level needed to pass the California High School Exit Examination. This bill requires that, by March 31, 2007, the SBE shall report to the education and budget committees of the Legislature on its plan for implementing these changes. At the May 2006 meeting, the SBE voted to oppose this bill.  This bill passed the Assembly Floor 45-33 on May 31, 2006, and is awaiting assignment in the Senate Rules Committee.

SB 1592 (Romero)

As amended, this bill would require that the Superintendent of Public Instruction make available the results of the California High School Exit Exam and student demographic information as soon as test scores and information are available. This bill passed the Senate Floor 26-10 on May 25, 2006, and currently is being held at the Assembly Desk. 

6. Insure that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and all teacher training institutes use State Board adopted standards as the basis for determining the subject matter competency of teacher candidates. 

SB 428 (Scott) 

This bill would repeal the CBEST and would charge the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing with establishing standards and procedures for the issuance and renewal of teaching credentials in California. This measure, which is a two-year bill, is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  

SB 1209 (Scott) 

This bill, as amended, eliminates duplicate preliminary credential requirements for new teachers who have completed state-adopted credentialing requirements in another state, consolidates testing requirements for teacher credential candidates, provides incentives to strengthen the preparation of teacher interns and induce experienced teachers to teach and mentor new teachers in high priority schools, among other revisions of teacher credentialing law. This bill passed the Senate Floor 26-11 on May 30, 2006, and currently is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee. 

7. Strengthen coordination between K-12 and higher education. 

SB 1563 (Escutia)

This bill establishes the Community College Early Assessment Pilot program, under which up to 25 community colleges (CCCs) would be authorized to participate to provide students at their feeder high schools with an indicator of their readiness for college-level English and math. The program would be administered by the California Partnership for Achieving Student Success (Cal-Pass) which the bill also establishes. This bill is proposed to be amended to add the collaboration with the California Department of Education on all Community College Early Assessment Activities. This bill passed the Senate Floor 24-14 on May 30, 2006, and currently is being held at the Assembly Desk. 
Other Bills of Interest to the State Board

AB 172 (Chan) 

States the intent of the Legislature to establish and provide a voluntary preschool-for-all system. In addition, AB 172 would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to prepare a report and submit it to the Legislature before January 1, 2007, regarding the types of preschool programs that receive funding, including data relating to the geographic and income distribution of participants in these programs. In addition, the Superintendent shall convene a committee to develop a plan to coordinate the capacity and efficiency of the state system of postsecondary education for the purpose of preparing and training high quality staff in preschool programs. This bill would become operative only if funding is provided for purposes of the bill in a statewide initiative that authorizes universal preschool and is approved by the voters at a statewide election. This measure is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Education Committee.
AB 1988 (Coto)  

This bill implements several recommendations of the Assembly Education Committee's English learner working group. This bill requires the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) to develop a ten hour English language learner (EL) professional development module to be incorporated into the Beginning Teacher Support and Assessment (BTSA) Program. This bill also requires the Department of Education (CDE) in consultation with CTC to require each school district to report to CDE teacher proficiency in EL teaching knowledge and skills. This bill makes several changes and revisions surrounding the California English Language Development Test, EL Proficiency, data collection on EL students and the Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) Program. This bill was held under submission in the Assembly Appropriations Committee 

AB 2254 (Umberg)

This bill, sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, consolidates language and clarifies program requirements and timelines for interventions and sanctions for schools in the High Priority Schools Grant Program (HPSGP) and establishes a pilot HPSGP for Alternative Schools. This bill passed the Assembly Floor 56-23 on May 31, 2006, and is awaiting assignment in the Senate Rules Committee.  

AB 2594 (Nunez and Chu)

This bill, sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, seeks to create more coherence between the state and federal accountability systems in dealing with school interventions through improved coordination of their accountability features for all schools. This bill passed the Assembly Floor 48-32 on May 31, 2006, and is awaiting assignment in the Senate Rules Committee.

SB 1284 (Scott)

This bill updates and makes technical correcting amendments to statutes that establish the Academic Performance Index (API) by:

· Striking mention of the applied academic skills matrix test from the list of test results that provide the basis for calculation of the API.

· Repealing the requirement for the API advisory committee to recommend  specified matters by July 1, 2005 and recasts the authorization for the committee with technical corrections.

This bill passed the Senate Floor 39-0 on May 11, 2006, and is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.

SB 1510 (Alquist)

This bill, sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, removes seven reporting requirements from the School Accountability Report Card (SARC) that are duplicative or outdated in an effort to make the SARC a more readable and useful tool for parents. This bill passed the Senate Floor on May 30, 2006, and currently is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.   

AB 1801 (Laird)

This is the Budget Act of 2006.  A summary of education funding will be presented at the meeting.

