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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2006 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Approval of the revisions to the California Alternate Performance Assessment English-language arts Blueprint for Level 1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the revisions to the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) English-language Arts (ELA) Blueprint for Level 1.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The CAPA was initially developed by the CDE’s Special Education Division as required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 allowed states to develop an assessment based on alternate achievement standards for students with significant cognitive disabilities. A federal requirement for the alternate assessment is that the alternate achievement standards must link to grade-level content standards. The CAPA Assessment Review Panel (ARP) reviewed and revised the CAPA blueprints in order to meet this requirement.

In March 2006, the SBE approved the revised blueprints for CAPA. Level 1, which is ungraded for students with a cognitive ability of up to 24 months, had very minor revisions. The revised blueprints for Levels 2–5, which cover grades 2-11, provide access to grade level curriculum through alternate achievement standards linked to grade-level content standards.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Subsequent to the adoption of the revised CAPA blueprints, it was discovered that some of the upper grade-level alternate achievement standards had been inadvertently left on the CAPA ELA Blueprint for Level 1. The CDE has attached the revised CAPA ELA Blueprint for Level 1, showing what has been deleted, for the SBE’s approval.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Funding for this activity was approved by the SBE in the Educational Testing Service 2006 Scope of Work.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:     California Alternate Performance Assessment 

English-Language Arts Blueprint Revised Level 1 (3 Pages). 
	CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS

	Reading
Number of Tasks:
4


Percentage of Test:
50%

	Kindergarten 

	1.0 WORD ANALYSIS, FLUENCY, AND SYSTEMATIC VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT: Students know about letters, words, and sounds. They apply this knowledge to read simple sentences.

	1.3
Concepts About Print: Understand that printed materials provide information.
· Identify environmental symbols/signs/cues.

· Match symbol or cue to activity or function.
· Follow a list/schedule of activities

· Use printed materials to provide/obtain information

	Grade 1

	1.0
WORD ANALYSIS, FLUENCY, AND SYSTEMATIC VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT: Students understand the basic features of reading.  They select letter patterns and know how to translate them into spoken language by using phonics, syllabication, and word parts. They apply this knowledge to achieve fluent oral and silent reading.

	1.17
Vocabulary and Concept Development:  Classify grade-appropriate categories of words (e.g., concrete collections of animals, foods, toys).

· Identify object by function.

· Sort objects by function/use.

· Identify picture by function.
· Sort pictures by function/use

· Match letter/written words to picture

· Classify objects by category

· Classify words by category

	2.0
READING COMPREHENSION: Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They draw upon a variety of comprehension strategies as needed (e.g., generating and responding to essential questions, making predictions, comparing information from several sources). The selections in TRecommended Readings in Literature, Kindergarten Through Grade Eight illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. In addition to their regular school reading, by grade four, students read one-half million words annually, including a good representation of grade-level-appropriate narrative and expository text (e.g., classic and contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, online information). In grade one, students begin to make progress toward this goal. 

	2.3
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:  Follow one-step written instructions.

· Identify a picture/object/word cue.
· Follow schedules

· Follow community symbol directions

· Read and demonstrate single action words

· Follow written or pictorial recipe

	Writing
Number of Tasks:
1


Percentage of Test:
12.5%

	Kindergarten

	1.0
WRITING STRATEGIES: Students write words and brief sentences that are legible.

	1.3
Organization and Focus:  Write by moving from left to right and from top to bottom.

· Demonstrate left to right/top to bottom sequencing in a variety of activities.

· Hold writing implement.

· Make marks on paper.

· Trace/copy purposeful marks on paper.
· Produce shapes, letters, numerals

· Link symbols in a meaningful sequence (i.e., pictures, letters, words)
· Produce name

	Grade 4

	1.0      WRITING STRATEGIES: Students write clear, coherent sentences and paragraphs that

develop a central idea. Their writing shows they consider the audience and purpose.

Students progress through the stages of the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting,

revising, editing successive versions).

	1.9       Research and Technology: Demonstrate basic keyboarding skills and familiarity with computer

terminology (e.g., cursor, software, memory, disk drive, hard drive).
· Indicate awareness of computer
· Use an input device for cause and effect
· Make choices using single/multiple-input device(s)
· Utilize keyboarding/device to access software
· Utilize keyboard/device for writing functions




	Listening and Speaking
Number of Tasks:
3


Percentage of Test:
37.5%

	Kindergarten

	1.0
LISTENING AND SPEAKING STRATEGIES: Students listen and respond to oral communication. They speak in clear and coherent sentences.

	1.1
Comprehension:  Understand and follow one-and-two-step oral directions.

· Orient in direction of speaker.

· Respond to voice by stopping activity or going to source of sound.

· Attend to speaker for duration of activity.

· Follow simple directions (i.e., verbal, gestural, signed, pictures, etc.)
· Perform action to comply with one- or two-step direction(s)

	1.2
Comprehension:  Share information and ideas, speaking audibly in complete, coherent sentences.

· Communicate wants/needs using a gesture, action, voice output device or vocalization.

· Communicate choice using a gesture, action, voice output device or vocalization.

· Communicate information using single word using gesture, action, voice output device or
 vocalization

· Communicate information using two- or three-word phrases using gestures, actions, voice output device or vocalizations
· Communicate information using a complete sentence using gestures, actions, voice output device or vocalizations



	Grade 1

	1.0
LISTENING AND SPEAKING STRATEGIES: Students listen critically and respond appropriately to oral communication. They speak in manner that guides the listener to understand important ideas by using proper phrasing, pitch, and modulation.

	1.1
Comprehension:  Listen attentively.

· Orient in direction of speaker.

· Respond to voice by stopping activity or going to source of sound.

· Attend to speaker for duration of activity.

· Follow simple directions (i.e., verbal, gestural, signed, pictures, etc.)

· Perform action to comply with one- or two-step directions.

	Total Level I Tasks:
Total Number of Tasks:
8


Percentage of Test:
100%
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