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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY 2006 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Including, but not limited to, program update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


None.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Testing
About 5.4 million STAR multiple-choice answer documents for California Standards Tests (CSTs) and California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) have been received. All writing tests have been submitted, including 443,603 from March for 
grade 4; 459,607 from March for grade 7; 24,134 from May for grade 4; and 16,595 from May for grade 7. Scanning and scoring are continuing and everything is proceeding on schedule. More tests are being returned later this year than last year which seems to indicate that schools are testing later in their testing windows. All of the tests have been equated and ETS is now beginning to assemble reports.
The administration of the Aprenda, La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición (Aprenda 3), the new designated primary language test has concluded for all school districts.
Development of the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)

The English-language Arts (ELA), mathematics, and science CAPA Assessment Review Panels (ARPs) met on May 31 and June 1 to review item writing guideline for respective disciplines. Item writing workshop for all three areas will be held from June 20 to 22.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Development of the California Modified Assessment (CMA)
The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 calls for a range of assessments appropriate to students’ abilities. The United States Department of Education (ED) has allowed states to develop an alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards for students with significant cognitive disabilities. In California, we have the CAPA. The ED is allowing states additional flexibility to develop an alternate assessment based on modified achievement standards for students with cognitive disabilities. California is developing the CMA. The CMA is for students who are performing higher than the CAPA, but are struggling with the CSTs. Students must have an individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 Plan in order to qualify for the CMA. CDE is working on criteria to help IEP teams identify students to take the CMA. All assessments must be aligned to grade-level content standards; CAPA to the degree possible.

At the July 2005 SBE meeting, an amendment to the ETS contract was approved for beginning the development of the CMA. The scope of this amendment included:

· Forming an ARP to develop blueprints for grades 2-11 in mathematics, 
English-language arts, and science

· Developing modified achievement standards linked to the grade-level content standards

· Holding focus groups on the approved blueprints

· Developing items in 2006 to field test in 2007
The amendment stated that the scope of work could be amended when the federal regulations regarding this new alternate assessment become available. 

The proposed federal regulations were released December 2005 and the final regulations have not yet been released.

The CDE, ETS, and SBE recruited special education and content-specific experts to provide advice on the development of blueprints for the new CMA. ETS held the first meeting on August 8–9, 2005. ETS also conducted several follow-up meetings to construct proposed blueprints.

Since June 30, 2005, the ED has also issued revised guidelines for the particular population to be assessed using the CMA, held question and answer sessions, and received feedback for their consideration from state education departments, experts in the field, vendors, and others. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The development process for the CMA is at the point where data are required about the students who will be taking the assessment. The current target population includes 

students who are expected to exhibit many different characteristics and may perform in different ways. To inform the next steps in the process, that is developing a preliminary blueprint, developing items, etc., ETS is proposing to develop, conduct, and score a pilot test of the CMA, and then share those results with the CDE, SBE staff and the ARPs.
Administering the pilot test in the fall of 2006, will allow for preliminary blueprints to be recommended to the SBE at their meeting to be held in January, 2007. This will maintain progress toward the goal of having an operational CMA in grades two through five in ELA and mathematics, as well as grades five and eight in science, by the spring of 2008.

The CMA pilot test will consist of several versions of test forms in all content areas that will differ in modes of delivery, item characteristics, and other variables. The designation of how these characteristics will be arranged in the different versions is detailed below. 

Design of the Pilot Test Forms

Given the broad range of abilities within the targeted CMA student population, ETS will develop and deliver pilot test items that assess a variety of different dimensions in an effort to better understand the needs and abilities of CMA students. Some of these dimensions are:  

1. Mode of delivery (ELA: Reading vs. Listening, Math/Science: Calculator vs. no calculator) 

2. Cognitive load (3 options vs. 4 options)

3. Concrete vs. Abstract (Math/Science: Graphics vs. no graphics)

Each subject-area pilot test will be comprised of two 20-item sections, each of which will test a different dimension. For example, one section of the ELA pilot might have teachers reading passages and questions aloud to students, while a later section might have students reading independently. Sections might also test other dimensions, such as the number of answer options. Alternate versions of the form would include the same items, but with delivery modes reversed. In keeping with the United States Department of Education guidance issued in May 2005, information about the CMA will be taken to the public to provide required outreach to parents of students with disabilities. Once SBE approves the CMA blueprints, ETS will conduct focus groups to get stakeholder input on this test. All of the work for the pilot test will be executed within the costs approved in the original amendment. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The anticipated timeline follows:

· Pilot in October 2006

· Preliminary blueprints to SBE in January 2007

· Hold focus groups in January/February 2007
· Final blueprint to the SBE in March or May 2007

· Field test in fall 2008. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with Harcourt Assessment, Inc., for the Aprenda 3 and ETS for the CSTs, Standards-based Tests in Spanish, CAPA, and CMA.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.







