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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
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	SUBJECT

California English Language Development Test: Including, but not Limited to, Update on California English Language Development Test and Review of Possible Modifications to Guidelines for Reclassification of English Learners
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. The proposed modifications to Guidelines for Reclassification of English Learners are provided as information only at this time.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


California Education Code Section 313(b) provides that “The State Department of Education, with the approval of the State Board of Education, shall establish procedures for conducting the assessment required pursuant to subdivision (a) and for the reclassification of a pupil from English learner to proficient in English.”
In March 2006, the SBE received a report on a new standard setting for the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) and approved new performance level cut-scores. In September 2002, the SBE reviewed and adopted modified guidelines for reclassification of English learners. The original guidelines were approved by SBE in October 2001.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The performance level standard cut-points for the CELDT that were originally set in 2001, were applied to scores for Listening/Speaking (combined), Reading, and Writing. The 2006 standard setting and updated performance level cut-points for the CELDT were needed to respond to the NCLB requirement to report separate scores for Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Because the new performance level standards were set for the separate Listening and Speaking scores (and not for the combined Listening/Speaking score), it may be desirable to modify the reclassification guidelines to reflect this change. A possible modification is underlined in the attached document. 

The new performance level cut-points for the CELDT take effect July 1, 2006. School districts will receive student reports based on the new cut-points six to eight weeks after they are delivered to the contractor for scoring, with the bulk of the reports arriving in December 2006 or January 2007. Many school districts will review the criteria for reclassification of English learners prior to data collection for the annual language census that will occur in March 2007.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the current CELDT administration are included in the current CELDT contract ($12 million in 2005-06). 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Guidelines for Reclassification of English Learners

Guidelines for Reclassification of English Learners

A Report to the

State Board of Education

July 2006

Guidelines for Reclassification of English Learners

(Changes are underlined)

Assessment of English Language Proficiency

Utilize California English Language Development Test (CELDT) as the primary criterion.  Consider for reclassification those students whose overall proficiency level is Early Advanced or higher and;

· Listening is Intermediate or higher; and

· Speaking, is Intermediate or higher; and

· Reading is Intermediate or higher; and

· Writing is Intermediate or higher.

Those students whose overall proficiency level is in the upper end of Intermediate may also be considered for reclassification if additional measures determine the likelihood that a student is proficient in English.

· Use most recent available test data. 

The above reclassification levels are the same as the initial identification levels specified by the California Department of Education (CDE).

Comparison of Performance in Basic Skills

· Definitions 

1. “performance in basic skills” means the score and/or performance level resulting from a recent administration of the English-Language Arts (ELA) section of the California Standards Test (CST).

2. “range of performance in basic skills” means a range of scores on the ELA CST corresponding to a performance level or a range within a performance level.

3. “pupils of the same age” refers to pupils who are enrolled in the same grade as the student who is being considered for reclassification.

· Basic skills criteria:

1. A pupil’s score on the ELA CST in the range from the beginning of Basic level up to the midpoint of the Basic level suggests that the pupil may be sufficiently prepared to participate effectively in the curriculum and should be considered for reclassification.  Districts may select a cut-score in this range. 

2. Pupils with scores above the cut-point selected by the district should be considered for reclassification.

3. For pupils scoring below the cut-point districts should attempt to determine whether factors other than English language proficiency are responsible for low performance on the ELA CST, and whether it is reasonable to reclassify the student.

4. For pupils in grade 12, the eleventh grade ELA CST results should be used, if available.

5. For pupils in grade 1, districts should base a decision to reclassify on CELDT results, teacher evaluation, parent consultation, and other locally available assessment results.  Kindergarten students who have been identified as English learners probably should not be reclassified.

6. Districts must monitor pupil performance for two years after reclassification in accordance with existing California regulations and the federal No Child Left Behind legislation.

Teacher Evaluation

· Use student academic performance; and

· Note that incurred deficits in motivation and academic success unrelated to English language proficiency do not preclude a student from reclassification. 

Parent Opinion and Consultation

· Provide notice to parents and guardians of their right and encourage them to participate in the reclassification process; and

· Provide an opportunity for a face-to-face meeting with parent or guardian.

