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FINDING OF EMERGENCY
The State Board of Education finds that an emergency exists, and that the foregoing regulations are necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety or general welfare.

SPECIFIC FACTS SHOWING THE NEED FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION

Addition of One CAHSEE Test Opportunity for Adult Students: Currently, the Title 5 Regulations for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) provide adult students with two opportunities per year to take the portion(s) of the CAHSEE not yet passed. The California Department of Education has received feedback from the adult education community that many adult students are in circumstances (e.g., seeking employment, applying for the military) that present an urgent need to obtain a high school diploma. The proposed regulations will assist adult students in meeting this need by providing them with one additional opportunity per year to take the portion(s) of the CAHSEE not yet passed and eliminating the prohibition from testing in successive administrations, beginning in the 2006-07 school year (July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007). Emergency regulations are proposed to provide school districts with sufficient time to plan or modify their CAHSEE administration schedules to incorporate an additional opportunity for adult students.

Senate Bill 517 Data Reporting Requirements: On January 30, 2006, Governor Schwarzenegger signed urgency legislation Senate Bill (SB) 517, which provides a one-year exemption of the requirement to pass the CAHSEE for students with disabilities in the class of 2006 who satisfy certain requirements. This new law, which took effect immediately, also requires school districts to report to the State Board of Education and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction information pertaining to students with disabilities. The proposed regulations will implement the statutory data reporting requirements pursuant to Education Code sections 60851 and 60852.3.

Authority and Reference

Authority: Section 33031, Education Code

Reference: Sections 37252 and 60851, and 60852.3, Education Code

Informative Digest

Addition of One CAHSEE Test Opportunity for Adult Students: Currently, the Title 5 Regulations for the CAHSEE provide adult students with two opportunities per year to take the portion(s) of the CAHSEE not yet passed. The California Department of Education has received feedback from the adult education community that many adult students are in circumstances (e.g., seeking employment, applying for the military) that present an urgent need to obtain a high school diploma.

The proposed regulations will assist adult students in meeting this need by providing them with one additional opportunity per year to take the portion(s) of the CAHSEE not yet passed and eliminating the prohibition from testing in successive administrations, beginning in the 2006-07 school year (July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007). Emergency regulations are proposed to provide school districts with sufficient time to plan or modify their CAHSEE administration schedules to incorporate an additional opportunity for adult students.

1204.5. Grades 11 and 12 and Adult Student Testing Dates.

This regulation will permit eligible adult students to take the CAHSEE up to three times per school year.

Senate Bill 517 Data Reporting Requirements: Existing law provides a one-year exemption of the requirement to pass the CAHSEE for students with disabilities in the class of 2006 who satisfy certain requirements. This new law, which took effect immediately, also requires school districts to report to the State Board of Education and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction information pertaining to students with disabilities. The proposed regulations will implement the statutory data reporting requirements pursuant to Education Code sections 60851 and 60852.3.

1207.1. Data for Analysis of Local Waiver Process for Pupils with Disabilities.

This regulation will establish the data reporting requirements set forth in Education Code Section 60851(c)(2). 

1207.2. Data for Analysis of One-Year Exemption for Pupils with Disabilities in the Class of 2006.

This regulation will establish the data reporting requirements set forth in Education Code Section 60852.3(c). 

Mandate on Local Agencies or School Districts

Addition of One CAHSEE Test Opportunity for Adult Students: The statute allows for reimbursement to school districts for mandated costs associated with each test administration. School districts would receive an apportionment of $3.00 per adult student tested pursuant to Education Code Section 60851.

Senate Bill 517 Data Reporting Requirements: All costs are attributable to Education Code sections 60851(c)(2) and 60852.3(c). The regulations do not impose any cost beyond the statute.

Cost Estimate

Addition of One CAHSEE Test Opportunity for Adult Students: There would be additional variable costs associated with adult students having three opportunities to test per year. These costs would be for additional materials, scoring and reporting, as well as apportionments to cover the number of adult students tested. Additional costs are estimated at $50,000 to $100,000 based on 20,000 adult students.

Senate Bill 517 Data Reporting Requirements: There would be some mandated cost to the California Department of Education to collect and document the data set forth in the proposed regulations.
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