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Initial Statement of Reasons
California High School Exit Examination

SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF THE REGULATION

The Title 5 Regulations for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) serve to guide districts and schools in the administration of the examination and the reporting of student demographic data to the State. 

NECESSITY/RATIONALE

Currently, the Title 5 Regulations for the CAHSEE provide adult students with two opportunities per year to take the portion(s) of the CAHSEE not yet passed. The California Department of Education has received feedback from the adult education community that many adult students are in circumstances (e.g., seeking employment, applying for the military) that present an urgent need to obtain a high school diploma. The proposed regulations will assist adult students in meeting this need by providing them with one additional opportunity per year to take the portion(s) of the CAHSEE not yet passed and eliminating the prohibition from testing in successive administrations, beginning in the 2006-07 school year (July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007). Emergency regulations are proposed to provide school districts with sufficient time to plan or modify their CAHSEE administration schedules to incorporate an additional opportunity for adult students.

On January 30, 2006, Governor Schwarzenegger signed urgency legislation Senate Bill (SB) 517, which provides a one-year exemption of the requirement to pass the CAHSEE for students with disabilities in the class of 2006 who satisfy certain requirements. This new law, which took effect immediately, also requires school districts to report to the State Board of Education (State Board) and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction information pertaining to students with disabilities. The proposed regulations will implement the statutory data reporting requirements pursuant to Education Code sections 60851 and 60852.3.

TECHNICAL, THEORETICAL, AND/OR EMPIRICAL STUDY, REPORTS, OR DOCUMENTS

The proposed regulations require school districts to report data elements pertaining to the local waiver process and the one-year exemption of the requirement to pass the CAHSEE for certain students with disabilities in the class of 2006.
REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES TO THE REGULATION AND THE AGENCY’S REASONS FOR REJECTING THOSE ALTERNATIVES

No other alternatives were presented to or considered by the State Board.
REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED REGULATORY ACTION THAT WOULD LESSEN ANY ADVERSE IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESS

The State Board has not identified any alternatives that would lessen any adverse impact on small business.
EVIDENCE SUPPORTING FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE ECONOMIC IMPACT ON ANY BUSINESS

The proposed regulations would not have a significant adverse economic impact on any business because the regulations only relate to local school districts and not to business practices.
