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	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Including but not limited to Program Update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In 2001, writing tests were added to the grade four and seven California English-Language Arts Standards Tests (ELA CSTs). In October 2004, the California Department of Education (CDE), the SBE, and Educational Testing Service (ETS) convened a statewide Writing Test Task Force to review the current status of the writing tests. The task force consisted of Assessment Review Panel (ARP) members, teachers (kindergarten through grade twelve), administrators, test measurement specialists, university professors, and other educators.

Task force recommendations included modifying the writing test format, clarifying the directions to students, and reviewing the scoring rubric. The full text of the task force recommendations is available in Item 4 of the SBE January 2005, Meeting Agenda. The agenda can be accessed at CDE’s Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr05/agenda0105.asp.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Grade Four and Seven Writing Tests

ETS pilot tested several of the writing tasks with the modified format and directions recommended by the Writing Test Task Force to determine which were most helpful to students. Based on these results, changes were incorporated into field test booklets and the 40 prompts were field tested. The ELA ARP reviewed the grade four and grade seven scoring rubrics and made slight adjustments as a result of the field-test scoring. 

New teacher guides that include sample spring 2005 student papers with teacher commentary, as well as “Questions and Answers About the California Writing Standards

Tests in Grades Four and Seven” (Q and A) are available on the Web site at www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. The guides also include a sample of the modified test booklet and the revised rubrics. A copy of the Q and A is attached.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program Orders

District STAR coordinators submitted orders for CST, California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), and Aprenda, La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición (Aprenda 3) testing materials for the spring 2006 administration during November and December. ETS has verified and finalized CST and CAPA orders for all districts and charter schools. Districts and charter schools may contact the ETS STAR Technical Assistance Center up to the week before testing to place supplemental orders that may be needed to accommodate changes in enrollment. Harcourt Assessment is still verifying and finalizing Aprenda 3 orders for all districts and charter schools, as well as contacting districts and charter schools that did not submit orders. 

The STAR Management System Pre-ID Component for the CSTs and CAPA was opened on December 15, for districts to upload student pre-ID files for the spring test administration. ETS made a number of enhancements to this year’s system including giving districts the option of updating their student files from spring 2005 to pre-ID spring 2006 student answer documents, modifying the edits that are applied to pre-ID files so that districts receive more information about corrections that are needed to produce a clean file than was available during previous years, and allowing districts to submit a pre-ID file for the grade four and seven writing tests that include only the information needed to match the students’ writing results with their multiple-choice scores. ETS again worked with California School Information Services (CSIS) staff so that districts have the option of submitting pre-ID files to CSIS and receiving edit reports that can be used to correct files before they are submitted to ETS to generate student answer documents. Since districts pay for data corrections after testing is completed, using the CSIS edit system helps to ensure that the cleanest possible data are available to report test results and calculate Academic Performance Index and Adequate Yearly Progress, as well as saves districts the costs associated with correcting data after testing is completed.

ETS and Harcourt Assessment, Inc. held spring 2006 pre-test workshops throughout the state during January and February. ETS also worked with the San Diego County Office of Education (SDCOE) to produce Web casts of the CST and CAPA workshops and Harcourt Assessment, Inc. arranged with SDCOE to do the same for Aprenda 3.

Standard setting for the Grade Eight California Science Standards Test and the Grade Ten California Life Science Standards Test was held during February. Information about this process and the recommended cut scores for each performance level is included in a separate SBE item.

Standards-Based Tests in Spanish (STS)

During the past year, the STS Mathematics ARP met three times and the Reading/Language Arts ARP met four times to prepare field-test questions for grades two, three, and four. The field-test will occur in fall 2006 and, minimally, grade two will be operational in 2007, and, dependent on field test results, possibly grades three and four as well. Following the ARP review, reading/language arts and mathematics items will go to the Statewide Pupil Assessment Review (SPAR) Panel for review. 

California Education Code Section 60640 (f)(3)(F) requires a January 2006, report to the California Legislature on the progress of the development of the STS. A copy of the report has been provided as well to the Executive Director of the State Board of Education. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)

The CAPA English-language arts, mathematics, and science ARPs have been meeting to draft revised blueprints for the assessments. The panels drafted English-language arts and mathematics blueprints for grades two through seven and science blueprints for grades five and eight during December. The panels met to continue work on English-language arts and mathematics for grades eight through eleven and science for grade ten the first week of February. The CDE expects to present revised CAPA blueprints to the SBE for review and approval in spring 2006.

California Modified Assessment (CMA)

The CMA ARPs for English-language arts, mathematics, and science met during November 2005, and began drafting English-language arts and mathematics blueprints for grades two through seven and science blueprints for grades five and eight. The panels are meeting during March to continue work on English-language arts and mathematics for grades eight through eleven and science for grade ten. The CDE expects to present English-language arts and mathematics blueprints for at least grades two through five and science for grades five and eight to the SBE for review and approval in spring 2006.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with Harcourt Assessment for the Aprenda 3 and ETS for the CSTs, STS, CAPA, and CMA.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Questions and Answers About the California Writing Standards Tests in 



Grades Four and Seven (13 Pages). This attachment is available via the World 


Wide Web at www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. 
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