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	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Approval of Revised Blueprints for the California Alternate Performance Assessment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the revised blueprints for the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA).
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The CAPA was initially developed by the CDE’s Special Education Division as required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act allowed states to develop an assessment based on alternate achievement standards for students with significant cognitive disabilities. In January 2005, the SBE approved an extension of the CAPA contract with Educational Testing Service (ETS) through December 31, 2006. In addition, the SBE approved adding CAPA to the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program ETS contract. Since CAPA is one of the state assessments used for accountability, it must comply with NCLB requirements. A revision of the CAPA blueprints has focused on strengthening the link between the test items and grade level content standards.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


An Assessment Review Panel (ARP) representing educators from both special education and general education was convened December 2-3, 2005, 

February 3-4, 2006. The task of the panel was to determine how the California content standards could be reduced in complexity or modified to reflect prerequisite or enabling skills. Since assessments based on alternate achievement standards may cover a narrower range of content than assessments based on grade-level achievement standards, only those standards which were deemed meaningful to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities were selected. The objective was to promote access to the general curriculum yet reflect the highest achievement standards possible for the population of students eligible to take the CAPA.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Funding for this activity was approved by the SBE in the ETS 2006 Scope of Work.
	ATTACHMENT(S)

	


Attachment 1: Proposed CAPA Blueprints (42 Pages)
California Alternate Performance Assessment 

Proposed Blueprints
The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) is designed to assess those students with significant cognitive disabilities who cannot participate in the California Standards Tests even with accommodations and modifications. The CAPA links directly to the California academic content standards.  

Currently, the CAPA assesses student achievement of a subset of the kindergarten through grade two content standards and is based on the designated core curriculum for students with significant cognitive disabilities. Mathematics assesses a subset of 18 content standards, science assesses a subset of 19 content standards, and 

English-language arts assesses a subset of 24 content standards.

The proposed new blueprints have been developed to reflect the portions of the content standards from kindergarten through high school that are accessible to students with significant cognitive disabilities. Skills assessed through this blueprint will allow CAPA children to demonstrate what they are know and are able to do.
The CAPA is administered at five different levels; the level at which a student is assessed is dependent upon the grade enrolled (level I is the exception, and is administered to any student enrolled in grades 2 – 11 as designated in the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) Plan. Each level of CAPA consists of eight performance tasks, all of which are illustrated on the blueprint. The attached tables show the proposed CAPA blueprints, delineated out by level. 

The blueprint for each level lists the California content standards for use on the CAPA. Standards assessed are listed by strand, and are denoted by a check mark ((). The number of tasks assessed for a given strand is also indicated. Only one alternate standard is targeted for assessment in an individual task. Each standard has an equal opportunity for representation on the CAPA operational form in a given administration.

The Level I CAPA is designed to assess students enrolled in any grade level from 2 through 11. These students are the most significantly cognitively disabled students, with cognitive ability ranging from 0 – 24 months. Because the Level I CAPA is for the most significantly cognitively disabled students, the alternate standards are linked to the Kindergarten to grade two content standards. Assessments are available in 

English-language arts, mathematics, and science.

The Level II CAPA is designed to assess students enrolled in grades two and three, and is available in English-language arts and mathematics.

The Level III CAPA is designed to assess students enrolled in grades four and five, and is available in English-language arts, mathematics, and science.

The Level IV CAPA is designed to assess students enrolled in grades six, seven, and eight in English-language arts, mathematics, and science. 

The Level V CAPA is designed to assess students enrolled in grades 9 – 11 in 

English-language arts, mathematics, and science. 

New CAPA tasks will be field-tested in 2007. A new standards-setting will be conducted in 2008.
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