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	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) review and approve the proposed performance levels for the California English Language Development Test. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Education Code Section 313(b) provides that “The State Department of Education, with the approval of the State Board of Education, shall establish procedures for conducting the assessment required pursuant to subdivision (a) and for the reclassification of a pupil from English learner to proficient in English.”
In May 2001 the SBE approved English learner reclassification guidelines, initial identification guidelines, and the performance level cut points for the CELDT.

In December 2005, the SBE received information about a California English Language Development Test (CELDT) performance level standard setting scheduled to be conducted in February 2006.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Performance level standard cut-points for the CELDT were originally set in 2001. Updated performance level cut-points for the CELDT are needed to respond to the NCLB requirement to report additional scores and to readily provide results for purposes of Title III accountability. In addition, updating the performance level cut-points will incorporate the significant changes in the design of CELDT that were implemented to streamline the test and reduce the burden on school districts. The updated cut-points will be implemented in July 2006, using a new common-scale for the CELDT that is designed to improve reporting of results. Training materials that incorporate the updated cut-points will be distributed to school districts in May 2006.

Background: 

The California English Language Development Test (CELDT) preceded the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) and Title III accountability. The more recent federal requirements require reporting of separate scores for Listening, Speaking, and an additional score for Comprehension as well as increased use of the scores for the accountability measures. 

There also have been improvements to the design of the CELDT since 2001. Commonly accepted professional standards for assessment suggest that it is appropriate to revisit performance levels after a substantial change to test design. The changes were primarily made in order to ease the burden of testing, while maintaining acceptable levels of reliability and validity.  
Setting the new performance levels:

The contractor used the Bookmark Standard Setting Procedure (BSSP) to set new performance level cut scores on the CELDT. A similar procedure was used to set performance level standards for the CELDT in 2001. The BSSP allows experts from California (classroom teachers, content specialists, school administrators, and others designated by CDE) to consider the knowledge and skills that students must demonstrate to enter each performance level. The BSSP is a widely implemented standard setting procedure that meets commonly accepted professional standards in assessment.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the current CELDT administration are included in the current CELDT contract ($12 million in 2005-06). 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


The results of the February 2006, performance level standard setting will be provided in a last minute memorandum.
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