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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
March 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Burlingame Elementary School District for California Virtual Academy @ San Mateo (charter school) to waive EC 47607(a)(1), the requirement that all charter school renewals granted “shall be for a period of five years”.

Waiver Number: 5-1-2006
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the waiver be granted to allow a one-year charter school renewal term instead of five years, however no further requirements related to charter school renewals will be waived. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In July 1998, the State Board of Education (SBE) approved a waiver of EC Section 47607 to allow an all-charter district, Pioneer Union Elementary School District, to extend its term by twelve months rather than the five-year renewal period required by EC Section 47607. In 2004, a similar request was requested, then withdrawn.

In recent months as more charters are coming up for renewal, the CDE Waiver Office has been contacted regarding possible waivers of this statute.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Burlingame Elementary School District approved the original petition for the California Virtual Academy@San Mateo for a two-year term from July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2006. Although an original petition term can be for a period of less than five years, i.e., not to exceed five years, EC Section 47607(a)(1) specifies that “each renewal shall be for a period of five years.” 

The Burlingame Elementary School District is seeking a waiver of EC Section 47607(a)(1) to allow renewal of the charter school term for one year, 2006-07, to give the district sufficient time to evaluate all the financial considerations respective to possible “basic aid” status of the district and sponsorship of the charter school. The waiver request states that the district maintains an excellent relationship with the charter school and is pleased with student performance and parental satisfaction at the charter school. Approval of this waiver will allow the charter school to continue to serve over 300 students in the 2006-07 school year and provide sufficient time for the charter school to locate another sponsoring district if necessary. 

The CDE recommends approval of this waiver request to allow a one-year charter school renewal term but not to waive any further requirements related to charter school renewal. 

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2007
Local board approval date(s): 01/10/06

Public hearing held on date(s): 01/10/06

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): 12/15/05

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Annette De Maria

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school          FORMCHECKBOX 
 other 
Advisory committee(s) consulted: CAVA @ San Mateo Governing Board

Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 12/07/05

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There will be no fiscal impact to the state as a result of approval of this waiver. 

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


 Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or SBE Office.
Attachment 1 – General Waiver Request Form (4 pages)   
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