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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
march 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Escalon Unified School District to waive Education Code (EC) Section 37202(a), the equity length of time requirement, at four of the district’s elementary schools: Dent, Collegeville, Farmington and Van Allen Elementary Schools.

Waiver Number: 9-1-2006
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

For eighteen months with the condition that the district must submit an evaluation before a renewal of this waiver request is considered.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved similar types of waiver requests.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Escalon Unified School District’s 2005-2006 auditors noted that the district was out-of-compliance with the equity length of time requirement of EC Section 37202 which states that all grades levels must operate at the same number of instructional minutes. The auditor recommended that the district apply for a waiver from the SBE to allow the schools to continue this variance legally.

The district’s reasons for the varying times are linked to the transportation schedules at the schools. The chart displaying the differing instructional times indicates that the schools are offering a greater amount of instructional minutes for each grade level. The district has three schools located within the city limits of Escalon and the rest of the schools are rurally located. The rural schools start earlier than the schools within the city limits and the elementary schools dismiss students in time to use the busses for the middle and high schools. Due to the impact of the transportation budget on their general fund, instructional times at the different schools operate at varying lengths. The schools involved in this waiver request all have API’s in the 700’s and the district has an overall API of 704.

The district offers more than the required minimum instructional times at all schools involved in the waiver request. As part of the waiver request process all of the school site councils were notified and no objections were raised by parents. The department recommends approval from August 15, 2005 until February 14, 2007 and that the district must submit an evaluation before a renewal waiver request is considered.

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: August 15, 2005 to March 1, 2007

Local board approval date(s): January 17, 2006

Public hearing held on date(s): January 17, 2006

Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s):  EUTA for Certificated: 12-09-05, 01-04-06, 01-12-06 and CSEA for Classified: 01-11-05

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: EUTA, Ray Roncale, President; CSEA, Kurt Pettitt, President

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify) Within district
Advisory committee(s) consulted:  At all the school site councils: Collegeville, Dent, Escalon High, Farmington, El Portal and Van Allen schools.   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: 01-10-06 through 03-07-06

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


If this waiver request is not approved, transportation costs for the district will increase creating a strain on the district’s general fund.

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   

Attachment One – General Waiver Request Form (3 pages)

Attachment Two – Comparison of Instructional Minutes (1 page)

Attachment Three – Schedule of Finding for the Year Ended June 30, 2005 (1 page)
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