aab-sad-may06item05

Page 2 of 3

	California Department of Education

SBE-003 (REV 05/2005)

aab-sad-may06item05
	ITEM #7  

	[image: image1.png]





             
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2006 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination: Including, but not limited, to California High School Exit Examination program update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In September 2005, the SBE was presented with the summary results for the 2004-05 California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) administration. These results are posted on the CDE Web site at http:data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Analysis of Preliminary Results for Class of 2006
The Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO) analyzed the results of the September and November 2005 CAHSEE administrations in order to provide an estimate of passing rates for the class of 2006. HumRRO estimates that 89 percent of the class of 2006 have passed both the mathematics and the English-language arts (ELA) portions of the CAHSEE. HumRRO estimates that 93 percent of the state’s high school seniors have passed the ELA portion of the CAHSEE, and 92 percent have passed the math portion. In raw numbers, an estimated 47,925 seniors have yet to pass both portions of the CAHSEE as of January 2006. See Attachment 1 entitled “Estimated Number and Percentage of Class of 2006 Students Passing the California High School Exit Examination as of January 2006” for further information. 

February 2006 Testing Volume
On March 23, Educational Testing Service (ETS), the test contractor, released a summary of the number of students tested in February 2006 and 454 districts reported testing: 187,836 tenth graders, 25,620 eleventh graders, 46,019 twelfth graders, and 2,734 adult students. The individual student results for February were available to districts on April 14, 2006. An update on the statewide February results will be provided at the May meeting.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


2006-2007 Testing Dates
California Education Code Section 60851 requires that the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) designate the dates on which the CAHSEE may be administered in school districts. Currently, the administration dates for the CAHSEE are scheduled through the 2007-08 school year. In response to feedback from numerous school districts regarding the current administration schedule and the anticipated passage of Assembly Bill (AB) 2040 (Chu), which permits the addition of a summer and a Saturday administration of the CAHSEE, a revised administration schedule has been approved by the SSPI (see Table 1 below). Urgency California legislation to fund these additional administrations is pending.
Table 1 presents the revised CAHSEE administration dates approved by the SSPI:
	Table 1. Test Dates for 2006-07

	English-Language Arts
	Mathematics

	Tuesday
	Wednesday

	July 25, 2006*
	July 26, 2006*

	October 3, 2006
	October 4, 2006

	November 7, 2006
	November 8, 2006

	December 2, 2006*

(Saturday administration)
	December 9, 2006*

(Saturday administration)

	February 6, 2007
	February 7, 2007

	March 20, 2007
	March 21, 2007

	May 8, 2007
	May 9, 2007




*Administration is contingent upon funding.

The dates remain the same as previously designated by the SSPI, with the exception of moving the September administration two weeks later to early October. The proposed dates for a summer administration are July 25-26, 2006, and then December 2 and December 9, 2006, for the Saturday administration.
The ELA portion of the CAHSEE would be provided to students who had not yet passed on December 2, and the mathematics portion would be provided to students who had not yet passed on December 9. The summer administration will be used for grade twelve non-passers (classes of 2006 and 2007) to test at the conclusion of summer school or other remediation.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The HumRRO independent evaluation is currently funded under contract with CDE. The current CAHSEE contract, which runs from July 2004 through September 2007, is for $38,869,068. This contract period covers 15 administrations of the CAHSEE, which is approximately $2.6 million per administration. The estimated cost to 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE) (Cont.)


develop new test items and test forms for the proposed Saturday and summer administrations and to provide each additional administration of the CAHSEE could be as much as $2.6 million per administration.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Estimated Number and Percentage of Class of 2006 Students Passing the California High School Exit Examination as of January 2006 
(3 Pages)
Estimated Number and Percentage of Class of 2006 Students 

Passing the California High School Exit Examination as of January 2006

The independent evaluator for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE), the Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO), estimates that 89 percent of the class of 2006 have passed both sections of the CAHSEE. This estimate includes students who passed the CAHSEE during the two fall administrations of the 2005-06 school year. 

Table 1: Estimated Cumulative passing Rates by Subgroup:

	Subgroup
	Percentage Passed as of January 2006



	All Students
	89%

	Female
	89%

	Male
	88%

	Asian
	94%

	Hispanic
	82%

	African-American
	80%

	White
	96%

	English Learner
	69%

	Economically Disadvantaged
	82%


While several factors (e.g., lack of statewide student identifiers, drop outs, students leaving the state, students who are retained in a grade) made it impossible to match 100 percent of student records to derive exact passing rates, HumRRO believes its estimates to be accurate to within one or two percentage points of the actual passing rates. 

Of the students who still need to pass the CAHSEE, many need to pass only one section of the exam, English-language arts or mathematics. The final three administrations of the CAHSEE this school year are in February, March, and May 2006.

Procedure:

As part of its analyses, HumRRO reviewed 94,804 grade 12 answer documents from the fall (September and November) 2005 CAHSEE administrations. The estimated number of students tested during this time was 92,909, after information was combined across multiple documents for the same student. Previous CAHSEE results (from 
2004-05) were identified and merged for 65,130 of these students (70%). The remaining 27,779 students could not be matched due to the lack of a unique student identifier.

Tables 2, 3, and 4 provide the passing rate estimates as of January 2006, by school year, for students in the class of 2006. To account for fluctuations in the tested population, several adjustments were made to previous estimates of passing rates, including:

· Including 1,597 students from the fall 2005 administrations who were tested as sophomores in 2004, had not tested as juniors and had been dropped from the 

June 2005 counts.

· Removing 22,327 students in special education programs who had not passed the CAHSEE by June 2005 and are now exempted from having to pass for one year by the passage of Senate Bill 517.

· Adjusting counts by demographic group to reflect differences between students in the June 2005, file not found in the fall 2005, records and students in the fall 2005 file who were not matched to earlier records.

Except for differences related to the adjustments outlined above, the current estimates of CAHSEE passing rates are comparable to previous estimates provided by HumRRO. Please see HumRRO’s Year 6 Independent Evaluation Report (September 30, 2005) for details about passing rates at the end of the 2004-05 school year.

Estimates of the number of students who have not yet passed both sections reflect the best available information about students who are still trying to pass the CAHSEE.

Table 2: Estimated Number and Percentage of Students in the Class of 2006 Passing Both CAHSEE Sections through the November 2005 Administration

	Passed Both
	Estimated Numbers of Students
	Percent of Students

	Group
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12
	Not Yet Passed
	Revised

Total
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12
	Cumulative Passing Rate
	Not Yet Passed

	All Students
	295,226
	67,810
	19,933
	47,925
	430,894
	68.5%
	15.7%
	4.6%
	88.8%
	11.1%

	Females
	150,818
	32,268
	9,475
	23,074
	215,635
	69.9%
	15.0%
	4.4%
	89.3%
	10.7%

	Males
	144,356
	35,430
	10,401
	24,954
	215,141
	67.1%
	16.5%
	4.8%
	88.4%
	11.6%

	Asian
	34,709
	4,583
	1,383
	2,757
	43,432
	79.9%
	10.6%
	3.2%
	93.7%
	6.3%

	Hispanic
	92,362
	33,249
	10,292
	30,277
	166,180
	55.6%
	20.0%
	6.2%
	81.8%
	18.2%

	African American
	16,891
	6,893
	2,236
	6,609
	32,629
	51.8%
	21.1%
	6.9%
	79.8%
	20.3%

	White, non-Hispanic
	133,650
	18,921
	4,786
	5,948
	163,305
	81.8%
	11.6%
	2.9%
	96.3%
	3.6%

	Economically Disadvantaged
	88,918
	32,524
	9,702
	29,714
	160,858
	55.3%
	20.2%
	6.0%
	81.5%
	18.4%

	English Learner
	24,783
	17,032
	5,996
	21,376
	69,187
	35.8%
	24.6%
	8.7%
	69.1%
	30.9%

	Special Education
	7,993
	6,675
	--
	--
	14,668
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--


Table 3: Estimated Number and Percentage of Students in the Class of 2006 Passing the CAHSEE ELA Section through the November 2005 Administration

	Passed ELA
	Estimated Numbers of Students
	Percent of Students

	Group
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12
	Not Yet Passed
	Revised

Total
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12
	Cumulative Passing Rate
	Not Yet Passed

	All Students
	334,712
	48,000
	16,882
	31,300
	430,894
	77.7%
	11.1%
	3.9%
	92.7%
	7.3%

	Females
	173,969
	20,881
	7,635
	13,150
	215,635
	80.7%
	9.7%
	3.5%
	93.9%
	6.1%

	Males
	160,733
	26,967
	9,200
	18,241
	215,141
	74.7%
	12.5%
	4.3%
	91.5%
	8.5%

	Asian
	35,817
	3,980
	1,279
	2,356
	43,432
	82.5%
	9.2%
	2.9%
	94.6%
	5.4%

	Hispanic
	112,719
	23,928
	8,885
	20,648
	166,180
	67.8%
	14.4%
	5.3%
	87.5%
	12.5%

	African American
	22,409
	4,568
	1,995
	3,657
	32,629
	68.7%
	14.0%
	6.1%
	88.8%
	11.2%

	White, non-Hispanic
	144,083
	12,343
	3,703
	3,176
	163,305
	88.2%
	7.6%
	2.3%
	98.1%
	1.9%

	Economically Disadvantaged
	108,305
	23,488
	8,366
	20,699
	160,858
	67.3%
	14.6%
	5.2%
	87.1%
	12.9%

	English Learner
	31,817
	14,759
	5,614
	16,997
	69,187
	46.0%
	21.3%
	8.1%
	75.4%
	24.6%

	Special Education
	12,245
	2,423
	--
	--
	14,668
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--


Table 4: Estimated Number and Percent of Students in the Class of 2006 Passing the CAHSEE Math Section through the November 2005 Administration

	Passed Math
	Estimated Numbers of Students
	Percent of Students

	Group
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12
	Not Yet Passed
	Revised

Total
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12
	Cumulative Passing Rate
	Not Yet Passed

	All Students
	329,661
	49,917
	16,367
	34,949
	430,894
	76.5%
	11.6%
	3.8%
	91.9%
	8.1%

	Females
	163,630
	26,119
	7,975
	17,911
	215,635
	75.9%
	12.1%
	3.7%
	91.7%
	8.3%

	Males
	165,647
	24,036
	8,338
	17,120
	215,141
	77.0%
	11.2%
	3.9%
	92.1%
	8.0%

	Asian
	38,542
	2,802
	1,018
	1,070
	43,432
	88.7%
	6.5%
	2.3%
	97.5%
	2.5%

	Hispanic
	111,588
	24,512
	8,344
	21,736
	166,180
	67.1%
	14.8%
	5.0%
	86.9%
	13.1%

	African American
	19,352
	5,636
	1,936
	5,705
	32,629
	59.3%
	17.3%
	5.9%
	82.5%
	17.5%

	White, non-Hispanic
	140,771
	13,879
	3,974
	4,681
	163,305
	86.2%
	8.5%
	2.4%
	97.1%
	2.9%

	Economically Disadvantaged
	109,237
	23,024
	7,510
	21,087
	160,858
	67.9%
	14.3%
	4.7%
	86.9%
	13.1%

	English Learner
	39,855
	11,611
	4,582
	13,139
	69,187
	57.6%
	16.8%
	6.6%
	81.0%
	19.0%

	Special Education
	11,819
	2,849
	--
	--
	14,668
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--


