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Regional Occupational Program or Center: Action on Request by San Joaquin County Office of Education to Establish a Second Regional Occupational Program or Center with Conditions
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	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the request by the San Joaquin County Office of Education (COE) to establish a second Regional Occupational Program (ROP) with conditions (Attachment 1).

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The topic of developing proposed conditions for the SBE to evaluate requests to form a second ROP was initially presented as an August 2005, information memorandum. 

A request to establish a second ROP was considered at the September 7, 2005, SBE meeting. Discussion ensued; however, no action was taken by the SBE on the request. The SBE requested the CDE staff to prepare proposed regulations to assist the SBE in evaluating requests by COEs to establish a second ROP. 

The SBE considered the proposed regulations at the November 9, 2005, meeting but took no action. The SBE requested CDE staff to develop legislation to resolve the issue. Proposed legislation has been developed to delete the wording in current law authorizing COEs to establish and maintain a second Regional Occupational Center or Program (ROCP). This proposal is under consideration by CDE Governmental Affairs Office.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The San Joaquin COE submitted a letter dated August 1, 2005, (Attachment 2), requesting that the SBE approve the establishment of a second ROP. 

California Education Code (EC) Section 52301(a) permits a COE to establish and maintain at least one ROCP with consent of the SBE. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Until recently, there has not been a request from a COE in California to establish a second ROCP within the same county.

Currently, there are 74 ROCPs in California. Nearly all COEs in California operate a single, countywide ROCP. Two COEs are organized for administrative purposes into “north” and “south” arrangements, but each is technically a single ROCP. They are Santa Barbara County North and Santa Barbara County South and Santa Clara County

North and Santa Clara County South. The north and south offices have separate administrative directors; but for accountability and fiscal purposes (such as for the 

federal Carl D. Perkins Act and for the state principal apportionment), each COE’s ROCP is considered a single entity.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


ROCPs are funded under Proposition 98 through the annual Budget Act Item 6110-105-0001. The 2005-06 appropriation is approximately $421 million. This is a fixed amount that is currently fully allocated to all ROCPs based on a revenue limit unique to each ROCP and a limit (cap) on the number of average daily attendance (a.d.a.) that can be funded in each ROCP.

These conditions are fiscally neutral from an overall Budget Act perspective because the funding for the ROCP apportionment is capped. However, in a practical sense, it is not fiscally neutral to the ROCPs within the state system. In effect, funding to establish the new ROCP will be taken off the top of the total state appropriation available for all ROCPs, and this could potentially cause a system wide deficit. 

The proposed conditions fund a second ROCP using the necessary small ROCP funding formula. The statutory provision authorizing necessary small ROCPs is found in EC Section 52324.6. A necessary small ROCP is one with 350 a.d.a. or less. The funding formula for a necessary small ROCP is based upon the number of a.d.a. and the number of full-time equivalent teachers. (Attachment 3)

The fiscal impact of these conditions depends upon each specific case. To illustrate the potential fiscal effect of this proposal, consider an example where the a.d.a. for the second COE ROCP is 90. From the attached funding chart, the necessary small ROCP formula would allocate $49,839 to the COE provided they employ a full-time equivalent of 0.83 teachers.

Implementation of this proposal would not result in additional state operations costs to the CDE. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Conditions for Consideration of Second County-Operated Regional 

                        Occupational Center or Program (1 Page)

Attachment 2: Letter to Ruth E. Green, President, SBE, from Fredrick A. Wentworth, 

San Joaquin County Superintendent of Schools, dated August 1, 2005. (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the State Board of Education office.)

(4 pages)

Attachment 3: California Department of Education, School Fiscal Services Division, 

                        Form R.1, Page 3 (1 Page)
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Conditions for Consideration of Second County-Operated

 Regional Occupational Center or Program 

Education Code (EC) Section 52300

The County Superintendent shall submit a written letter requesting the California State Board of Education (SBE) to grant consent to establish a second Regional Occupational Center or Program (ROCP) operated by a single County Office of Education (COE) (EC Section 52301 [a]) and shall document compliance and provide supporting data regarding the following conditions:

1. The COE shall give first priority to high school aged students to enroll in ROCP courses, as demonstrated by adult enrollment limited to no more than 10 percent of the ROCPs total base apportionment. (EC 52300)
2. The proposed second ROCP will serve students from multiple schools and districts. (EC 52300)
3. The school or schools to be served by the second ROCP must be organized as Charter Schools.

4. The Charter school must be located in high poverty, low-achieving areas of the state where there is a strong need for high quality career technical education. These are areas in which there is a high number of Program Improvement Schools or High Priority Grant Schools. Targeted student population must be at-risk, low socio-economic status, or low-performing student populations.

5. The proposed second ROCP will use the necessary small ROCP funding formula to operate ROCP occupational training programs. (EC 52324.6)
6. The Charter school must provide high quality, rigorous CTE programs with written articulation agreements with postsecondary educational institutions, and established career pathway programs and career ladders leading to advanced training or direct entry into the labor market.

7.
The proposed second ROCP will operate as a conditional program for two years and shall meet all of the conditions for ROCPs as contained in Education Code and Title V. A report must be submitted to the SBE and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction no later than two years after the school opens for instruction showing academic achievement on STAR, CAHSEE passage, other indicators of academic success, decreased drop out rate, matriculation into programs at community colleges, etc. If the second ROCP is in full compliance with the EC and demonstrates academic progress for students, then full consent of the SBE will be granted. (EC 52300)
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School Fiscal Services Division

Form R.1   (Rev. 10/04)

2004-05 [_] P-1  [_] P-2  [_] AN


County
ROC/P Name

L.
Small High School Service Allocation                               School #1           School #2            Total


	1.  Name of small high school for 2004-05

     (School in Grades 9-12 with 350 or less

     ADA)………………………………………………..
	
	
	

	2.  2004-05 ADA for grades 9-12 in the 

     small high school………………………………….
	
	
	

	3.  2003-04 concurrently enrolled annual

     ROC/P ADA in the small high school…………..
	
	
	

	4.  2004-05 concurrently enrolled ROC/P ADA

     in the small high school…………………………..
	
	
	

	5.  2004-05 Full-time equivalent certified

     ROC/P employees in small high school………..
	
	
	

	6.  Full-time equivalent certificated ROC/P

     employees require for full funding*……………..
	
	
	

	7.  Employee proration (If Line 5 equals or       

     exceeds Line 6, enter 1, otherwise divide

     Line 5 by Line 6)  (Calculate to 4 decimals)……
	
	
	

	8.  Small high school service allocation for 

     ADA on Line L-2**………………………………
	
	
	

	9.  Prorated small high school service

     allocation (Line 7 time Line 8)  (Round to

     a whole number)………………………………….
	
	
	


	Service Allocation Schedule

	
	
	

	ADA
Grades 9-12
	* Required
FTE
	** Service
Allocation

	0-50
	0.50
	$30,022

	  51-100
	0.83
	 49,837

	101-150
	1.00
	60,044

	151-200
	1.17
	70,251

	201-250
	1.33
	79,859

	251-300
	1.50
	90,066

	301-350
	1.67
	100,273
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