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	SUBJECT

Academic Competitiveness Grants for Pell Grant-eligible students:  Determination regarding need for immediate action and approval of additional rigorous secondary school program option to permit state students to qualify for Academic Competitiveness Grants.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


State Board of Education (SBE) staff recommends that the SBE submit to the U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) additional eligibility requirements for California high school graduates applying for Academic Competitiveness Grants, a newly established federal postsecondary financial aid program.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


None
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Recent federal legislation established two new types of Pell Grants to provide financial assistance to college students (see attachment, U.S. Department of Education, “Student Eligibility Options for New Academic Grants,” May 2, 2006.) One of these programs, the Academic Competitiveness Grant Program, will provide assistance to low-income students who have completed a rigorous high school curriculum, as well as meeting other program requirements. Academic Competitiveness Grants will provide $750 for first-year college students and $1,300 for second-year college students.
This item has been added to the agenda to permit compliance with federal requirements for submission by June 1, 2006, of an additional rigorous secondary school program option that will allow California students to establish eligibility for Academic Competitiveness Grants.  The invitation to submit an additional option was contained in a letter dated May 2, 2006, sent by U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings.  Receipt of the letter occurred too late to allow a notice 10 days before the scheduled meeting.

The USDOE has provided options for students to demonstrate that they have completed a rigorous high school curriculum. These include:

1) Receiving an advanced or honors diploma currently offered by states. In California, this equates to the Golden State Seal Merit Diploma program which is earned by achieving scale scores of 370 or greater on 6 tests from a list of eligible California Standards Test (350 is the minimum score for Proficient; the minimum for Advanced is 390 or greater, depending on the test).
2) Completing a State Scholars Initiative Program. The State Scholars Initiative is a national program funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Vocational and Adult Education and administered by the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE). The program defines a rigorous high school curriculum as completion of a designated number of courses in each of several subject areas at specified levels (4 years of English, 3 of math, 3 of lab science, 3.5 of history/social studies, and 2 of foreign language). California does not participate in this program.
3) Completing a set of course requirements similar to the State Scholars Initiative Program.

4) Achieving passing scores on 2 Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate tests.

Students graduating from California high schools will have the potential to demonstrate that they meet the rigorous high school requirement through options 1, 3, and 4.  California does not participate in the State Scholars Initiative Program, option 2 is not available to California graduates. 

Direction from USDOE indicates that, in addition to the four options above, states are allowed to submit for approval to the U.S. Secretary of Education additional criteria that demonstrate completion of a rigorous high school curriculum.

The A-G Requirement: A Possible Additional Criterion for California Graduates

In California, we have developed a definition of rigorous high school curriculum called the A-G requirement. This requirement serves as an entrance requirement for the University of California and the California State University. This California-based criterion is a strong candidate as an additional option for demonstrating completion of a rigorous high school curriculum under the Academic Competitiveness Grant program. Specifically, it offers the following advantages:
· Meeting the A-G requirement represents completion of a rigorous high school curriculum.

· This standard was developed through extensive public input from the higher education community, schools, policymakers, and the business community.

· The A-G requirement is well known and well understood by California students and educators.
· The A-G requirement closely mirrors the rigor of the State Scholar Initiative and thus would likely be approved by the U.S. Secretary of Education.

A-G Requirement:  College preparatory courses in the following subjects must be approved by the university to qualify for admissions credit.

A. History/Social Science – 2 years

B. English – 4 years

C. Mathematics – 3 years

D. Laboratory Science – 2 years

E. Language other than English – 2 years

F. Visual and Performing Arts – 1 year

G. College Preparatory Elective – 1 year

A course from the a-f subject areas
	FISCAL ANALYSIS


The recommendation would not result in any additional costs to the state, schools, students, colleges, or universities. Another eligibility option for California high school graduates would increase the number of Californians able to benefit from Academic Competitiveness Grants. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


May 2, 2006, letter from US Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings

U.S. Department of Education, “Student Eligibility Options for New Academic Grants,” May 2, 2006.  
