Report of the Regional Public Hearings 
for the Proposed Performance Standards (Levels) 
for the Grades 8 and 10 California Standards Tests in Science 
California Education Code Section 60605 requires the State Board of Education (SBE) to conduct regional public hearings prior to the adoption of performance standards (levels) for the purpose of giving parents and other members of the public the opportunity to comment on the proposed performance standards (levels). 

Regional public hearings (videoconferences) were held at the Santa Clara County Office of Education and the Orange County Department of Education in March. Several general questions were asked focusing on the process used to set cut scores. 
Bill Stewart, Department Chair for Science, from Basset High School in Basset Unified School District stated that it was difficult to comment specifically on the proposed performance standards (levels) without seeing more information about the field test questions.  However, he expressed support for the cut scores for the performance standards (levels) as they are currently proposed.  

Pat Machado, Director of Secondary Curriculum, for Santa Ana Unified School District stated that she cannot respond adequately regarding the proposed performance standards (levels) without having more information about the bookmarks used or the field tests that were administered. Deb Sigman, from the California Department of Education (CDE), discussed a number of sources of additional background information, available to the public, regarding how the cut scores were determined. 
Phyllis Mukamoto, Teacher, 8th Grade Science, Dale Junior High School, stated that the cut scores may be too high because it is difficult for teachers in some schools to cover all of the content standards before the test is administered in May. 
The third and final regional public hearing will be conducted Sacramento in conjunction with the SBE’s regular May meeting. 

