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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MaY 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Lassen Union High School District (USD) and Rio Linda USD to waive a portion of Education Code (EC) Section 35330(d) to authorize expenditure of school district funds and transportation allowances for student expenses while out-of-state, participating in the Environmental and Spatial (EAST) Technology Conference in Hot Springs, Arkansas, which took place from February 27 to March 3, 2006.
Waiver Number: 03-03-2006 Lassen Union High School District
                           13-02-2006 Rio Linda Union School District
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved similar waiver requests in the past.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC Section 35330(d) states that “…no expenses of pupils participating in a field trip or excursion to any other state, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country authorized by this section shall be paid with school district funds.”  

Lassen Union High School District and Rio Linda Union School District have students that are participating in the EAST program and attended the EAST Partnership Conference, a once a year event. This year the annual conference was held February 28 through March 2, 2006 in Hot Springs, Arkansas. The local educational agencies (LEAs) want to use district funds to allow students to travel to the conference. Students received opportunities to network and collaborate with students from all over the nation as well as attend workshops and seminars during the conference. The EAST initiative has been recognized nationally as an exemplary model for collaborative and performance-based learning. Students enrolled in EAST acquire 21st century technological skills while achieving proficiency in California’s content standards.

In 2002, the SBE approved nineteen waiver requests for the same program so that students could travel to Little Rock, Arkansas to attend a national training conference for the EAST program. Approval of these waiver requests provided at least 100 students from all over the state of California the opportunity to participate in this unique program.
Therefore, the department recommends approval for this waiver request.

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 02/27/06 to 03/03/06
Local board approval date(s): various dates
Public hearing held on date(s): various dates
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): various dates
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: various
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate): 
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: various   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: various
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of this waiver request will allow the districts to spend $6,371.52 of school district funds and transportation allowances on students from two districts that went to the EAST conference in Hot Springs, Arkansas.
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   

Attachment 1: Template of EAST Technology Waiver Request (2 Pages)

Attachment 2: List of LEAs Requesting Waiver (1 Page)
Attachment 3: Background material on the EAST Conference, including the program agenda (5 Pages)
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