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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
May 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Oakland Unified School District for Life Academy, Oakland High and Oakland Technician High Schools to waive a portion of Education Code (EC) Section 35330(d) to authorize expenditure of school district funds and transportation allowances for student expenses while out-of -state, participating in the Close-Up Foundation's Program and with Educational Tours.
Waiver Number: 26-2-2006
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved similar waiver requests in the past.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) requests a waiver of EC Section 35330(d) to allow students from three schools, Life Academy, Oakland High and Oakland Technician High to use district funds to travel out-of-state in conjunction with the Close-Up Foundation and Educational Tours. Both programs offer moderately priced travel excursions to our nation’s capitol and other nationally historic locations for middle and high school aged students. 
Close-Up offers students an opportunity to see and experience the federal government different from any other program. Students not only visit the usual tourist attractions during their visit to Washington, D.C., but meet with our nation’s leaders. In the past, students have met with Janet Reno, Clinton’s attorney general, with Alan Greenspan, the retired Chairman of the U.S. Federal Reserve and Donald Rumsfield, the current Secretary of Defense. This important program raises the awareness of civil responsibility and provides young people with a unique experience while meeting the standards for social science/history. Forty-four students from the Life Academy High School, Oakland High and Oakland Tech will travel with the Close-Up Foundation to Washington, D.C., for a total district cost of $37,000.
Another group of students from Oakland USD will be traveling with Educational Tours, a company that has over 40 years of experience in providing travel opportunities for students that allow them to discover the “history, politics, literature and the art of the United States.” Students will tour various universities on the east coast, including the University of North Carolina, Columbia University, Georgetown University, Harvard and Boston Universities. Forty-six students from Oakland High School and Oakland Tech will travel with Educational Tours for a total district cost of $16,760.
As these trips will broaden the educational and cultural experiences of the participating students, the department recommends approval of this waiver request.

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: 01/01/2006 to 06/30/2006
Local board approval date(s): February 8, 2006
Public hearing held on date(s): February 8, 2006
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): January 3, 2006
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted:  Steven Miller, OEA Rep., Oakland Education Association
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate): 
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted:  SCC
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: January 3, 2006   
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


District wants to use $53,760 of school district funds and transportation allowances to send 90 students out-of-state as part of the Close-Up Foundation and the Educational Tours program. 
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Action Item: Some documentation is available for web viewing. Waiver forms and other hard copy documents are available for viewing at the Waiver Office or State Board Office.   

Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 Pages)

Revised:  6/18/2007 4:39 PM
Revised:  6/18/2007 4:39 PM

