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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
May 2006 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Federal Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Susanville School District to waive No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB); Title IV, Part A, Section 4115 (a)(1)(c) to use Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities funds to support the cost of Character Counts – a Comprehensive Health, Substance Abuse, Violence Prevention Program.
Waiver Number: 19-3-2006
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent



	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denial 

The Susanville School District must submit a report to the Safe and Healthy Kids Program Office (SHKPO) no later than May 2006 that describes the progress made by the University of Akron in evaluating the Character Counts program. In addition, the district must submit a report to the SHKPO no later than May 2008 that describes the progress made by the National Center for Character Counts in submitting the results of the evaluation to (1) the National Registry of Evidence-based Programs and Practices, (2) the University of Colorado’s Center for the Study and Prevention of Violence, or (3) the California Healthy Kids Resource Center, for possible designation as a Model, Blueprint, or Validated Program. The district must be willing to take part in a formal evaluation, if requested. The district must also evaluate its own comprehensive prevention program implemented in accordance with the district’s approved local educational agency (LEA) plan.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


State Board of Education (SBE) Policy 03-01 contains guidelines for approval of applications for waiver of the NCLB requirements that Title IV funds be used for science-based prevention programs. The SBE has previously approved waivers allowing the use of the Character Counts program for multiple districts.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


A waiver is requested so that the LEA may use the promising prevention program, Character Counts. In accordance with SBE Policy 03-01, the following three conditions must be satisfied before use of a promising prevention program may be approved:

1. Is the program innovative?
This condition is satisfied because the program uses an innovative youth development approach to character education in order build positive strengths, assets, and character in students. 

2. Does the program demonstrate substantial likelihood of success?

The program was previously the subject of an evaluation that was not completed. Researchers at South Dakota State University conducted a five-year study of Character Counts using an extensive questionnaire covering demographics, attitudes, and behavior from a large student sample that comprised as many as 8,419 respondents. Preliminary results indicated that the program cut crime and drug use sharply. Students who said they had drunk alcoholic beverages dropped 31 percent and those that had taken illegal drugs dropped 32 percent. Unfortunately, this study was not completed in part because researchers did not believe they could continue withholding the program from the students in the control group.

3. Is there a plan and timeline for submitting the program for review? 

The University of Akron is in the midst of a comprehensive study of Character Counts as implemented throughout a school district in Alliance, Ohio. This study is designed in line with the federal requirements for scientifically-based research. Final results will be available in June 2006 with the possibility of preliminary data being available sooner. The staff at the National Center for Character Counts will submit the results of the evaluation to one or all of (1) the National Registry of Evidence-based Programs, (2) the University of Colorado’s Center for the Study and Prevention of Violence, and (3) the California Healthy Kids Resource Center, no later than August 2006. The LEA has committed to participating in the data collection process for that study if requested. The district has provided supplemental information attached to the original waiver application stating the above. Following through on these commitments is therefore a condition for approval of the waiver. The supplemental information also confirms the district’s desire to request a period of waiver for two years commencing with the date the SBE takes action. 

The California Department of Education recommends that this waiver request be approved as it meets each of the three criteria identified in SBE Policy 03-01. 
Authority for Waiver: NCLB, Title IV, Part A, Section 4115(a) (3)

Period of request: May 2006-May 2008 
Local board approval date(s): March 8, 2006
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Waiver approval will allow the district to use Title IV, Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities funds for this program. 

	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Consent Item: Backup materials, waiver request forms and supporting documents are not available for web viewing but are available for inspection in the Waiver Office.
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