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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 2006 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California English Language Development Test (CELDT): Update including, but not limited to, preparations for informing districts about changes to the CELDT scale and the impact of new cut scores.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In March 2006, the SBE received a report on the new reporting scale and standard setting for the California English Language Development Test (CELDT). The new cut scores that resulted from the standard setting were approved at that time. In September 2006, the SBE reviewed and adopted modified guidelines for reclassification of English learners. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The new version of the CELDT developed for the 2006-2007 school year has been significantly revised resulting in a new reporting scale and performance level cut scores.  These changes will make the CELDT a more accurate indicator of a student’s level of English language development, and will allow comparisons of adjacent grade level test scores. The new performance level cut-points for the CELDT took effect July 1, 2006. School districts will receive student reports based on the new cut-points six to eight weeks after they are delivered to the contractor for scoring, with the bulk of the reports arriving in December 2006 or January 2007.

The standard setting process resulted in cut scores set at moderately higher levels than in the past. This was a direct result of increased emphasis in the schools on academic English competency for English learners. The higher cut scores might result in students showing less progress in terms of performance level changes this year than in the past.  Some students may move from a higher performance level to a lower one as a result of the new cut scores. This change is not expected to have a significant impact on reclassification rates because a major factor considered for reclassification is the 

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)________________________________________

SBE-adopted guideline that students achieve a score of basic on the California Standards Test in English-language arts before a student is reclassified as fluent English proficient. In an effort to provide timely and complete information to districts and schools, CDE and its contractor, CTB McGraw-Hill, have developed a communication plan detailing the means by which districts will be informed of the possible impacts of the new cut scores (Attachment 1). 

As a first step in this process, focus group interviews were held in September with district and school CELDT coordinators to determine: 1) the types of information sources districts utilized to keep abreast of changes to the CELDT, and 2) the information they needed to best help them explain the impact of the new cut scores to students, parents, and teachers. Two focus groups were convened, one in the northern and one in the southern part of the state. Results of the focus group interviews are pending, but initial findings indicate that the field is pleased that CELDT test results will more accurately reflect the ability of English learners to perform in the classroom, and that they are not overly concerned about the impact of the new cut scores.  
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the current CELDT administration are included in the current CELDT contract ($10.7 million in 2006-07). 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Communication Plan to Support Setting the New CELDT Baseline 
                       (1 Page)
A last minute memorandum will be submitted outlining the results of the focus group interviews.
