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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
aPRIL 2007 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Stanislaus Union Elementary School District Academic Performance Index (API) Waiver. Specifically, the district requests waiver of a portion of Education Code (EC) 52052(a)(2)(D) to allow a customized 2005-06 Growth API to be calculated for Eisenhut Elementary School. The custom API score would exclude scores of Special Day Class students attending the school but residing in another attendance area, this would increase the API for the school to meet Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools exit criteria.
Waiver Number: 19-1-2007
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

Denial is recommended per EC Section 33051(a)(1); the educational needs of the pupils are not adequately addressed.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has never heard a waiver of EC Section 52052(a)
(2)(D) before.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Stanislaus Union Elementary School District (UESD) is asking to waive the part of EC Section 52052(a)(2)(D) that relates to API subgroup comparable improvement criteria for pupils with disabilities. This part of the EC was adopted to protect the educational needs of pupils with disabilities.

The part of the EC Section 52052(a)(2)(D) the Stanislaus UESD is asking to waive does not address the issues that SUESD set forth in their waiver request. Stanislaus UESD is not asking for a waiver from the subgroup comparable improvement criteria, but is instead asking that the subset of students with disabilities that reside outside the school’s attendance area be excluded from the schoolwide 2006 Growth API calculation.
Test scores of the students in question constitute less than ten percent of valid test scores schoolwide for Eisenhut Elementary. If these scores were omitted from school wide API calculations, Eisenhut Elementary would meet the Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools academic achievement exit requirement.
Prior to 2006, schools could choose to reassign scores of Special Day Class (SDC) students living outside the attendance area from the school to the district for API calculation. In 2006, schools could no longer reassign SDC student scores, and the scores were included in schoolwide API calculations for all schools. Schools that elected to reassign SDC student scores to the district in the past are now held accountable for these students’ academic progress.
In 2006, an additional 22 SDC student scores were included in Eisenhut Elementary’s API; 20 of these scores were Far Below Basic in both English-language arts and mathematics tests. These students lived outside the school attendance area and were not enrolled in Eisenhut Elementary until grade 5 or 6. 

The Stanislaus UESD is asking for a one-year-only waiver so that API calculations in 2005 and 2006 both exclude SDC students residing outside Eisenhut Elementary‘s attendance area. Then year-to-year growth would be more comparable. When SDC students outside the attendance area are excluded from calculations, the district claims that Eisenhut Elementary shows a 12-point API gain rather than a 26-point API loss in 2006.
There are demographic changes in all schools every year. The API is based on a cohort model measuring year-to-year growth; there is never an exact student match year-to-year. The Department of Education does not calculate customized APIs for schools even when there are boundary changes or other outside forces that significantly change the student population. Schools are responsible for the achievement of all their students regardless of where they reside. 
The Department recommends denial of the waiver based on EC Section 33051(a)(1); the educational needs of the pupils are not adequately addressed.

Authority for Waiver:  EC sections 33050-33054
Period of request:  July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007
Local board approval date(s):  January 16, 2007
Public hearing held on date(s):  January 16, 2007
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s):  November 16, 2006
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted:  Stanislaus Union Teacher Association (SUTA), Sheila Marable and Mary Farinacci
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
   Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate): N/A

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school        FORMCHECKBOX 
 other 

Advisory committee(s) consulted: District School Leadership Team (DSLT)
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
   None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted:  December 14, 2006
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


No state fiscal impact is expected as a result of approving or denying this waiver.

	 ATTACHMENT(S)



Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (3 pages) (This attachment is not available for

                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver

                       Office.)

Attachment 2:  Academic Performance Index Graph for Eisenhut Elementary School 
                        (1 page) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed 
                        copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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