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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
APRIL 2007 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by the Tehama County Department of Education to waive a portion of Education Code (EC) Section 47607(a) to allow the Tehama County Board of Education to reduce the charter school’s renewal term from five years to three years (Sacramento River Discovery Charter School).
Waiver Number: 29-1-2007
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

That the waiver exclusively allow the Tehama County Board of Education to reduce the renewal term of the Sacramento River Discovery Charter School from five years to three years (July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2009), and that all other provisions of EC Section 47607(a) continue to apply, EC 33051(c) will not apply. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE considered one previous waiver pertaining to the five-year charter school renewal term in 2006. That waiver asked for a one year renewal period. The waiver was approved with the condition that all other provisions of EC Section 47607(a) continue to apply. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Under this waiver request, the Tehama County Department of Education proposes to waive a portion of EC Section 47607(a) in order to allow the Tehama County Board of Education to reduce the renewal term of the Sacramento River Discovery Charter School from five years to three years (July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2009).
Reduction of the renewal term is supported by the charter school and is specifically mentioned in the charter as renewed. The school is endeavoring to raise academic achievement and resolve significant fiscal issues. The Tehama County Department of 

Education and the school agree that limiting the renewal term is appropriate as one element in a comprehensive effort to improve the school’s performance and operation.

If approved by the State Board of Education (SBE), the waiver (by terms of the request) would be operative for three consecutive years, following which the information in the waiver request would no longer be current within the meaning of EC Section 33051(c). Therefore, the waiver would cease to be operative after June 30, 2009. 

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2009
If approved by the State Board of Education (SBE), the waiver (by terms of the request) would be operative for three consecutive years, following which the information in the waiver request would no longer be current within the meaning of EC Section 33051(c). Therefore, the waiver would cease to be operative after June 30, 2009. 
Local board approval date(s): January 17, 2007
Public hearing held on date(s): January 17, 2007
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): Tehama County Certificated Employees Organization and California School Employees Association, Chapter No. 406 – December 5, 2006;

Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Mary Craig (Tehama County Certificated Employees Organization) and Dovey Stocks (California School Employees Association, Chapter No. 406)
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate): None
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Posting at Tehama County Department of Education (entrance) and at Sacramento River Discovery Charter School.
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Tehama County Department of Education Lincoln Street School Site Council and Sacramento River Discovery Charter School governing board. 
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: Tehama County Department of Education Lincoln Street School Site Council (notified December 5, 2006, scheduled February 26, 2007). Sacramento River Discovery Charter School governing board (January 11, 2007).
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of this waiver request would have essentially no impact on state costs. The length of the school’s renewal term is fiscally inconsequential. Even if the school were to close, the students would presumably attend other public schools and overall costs to the state would remain approximately the same.
	ATTACHMENT (S)


Attachment 1 – General Waiver Request from Tehema County Office of 

               Education (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for web  

               viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE office or the

               Waiver Office.)
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