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The Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) of 2006 provides approximately $2.7 billion in funding to selected decile rank 1 and 2 schools over the next seven years to improve academic achievement through class size reduction, improved teacher quality and training in schools at all grade levels, improved pupil-to-counselor ratios in funded high schools, and innovative alternative programs.

School districts and chartering authorities were given the opportunity during the application process to prioritize funding and approve the type of program (regular or alternative) for each school. The application required districts to sign a set of assurances for each school demonstrating that the school met statutory requirements, the district considered the potential commitments necessary to increase the likelihood of successful school participation in the QEIA, and that all key stakeholders met and conferred during this process. 

Based on extensive stakeholder input and pursuant to the process outlined in the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Division 1, Chapter 2, Subchapter 4, Article 1.8, schools that applied were recommended to the State Board of Education (SBE) based upon their random selection by the State and prioritization by their district. Further, schools that applied under the alternative program option were reviewed to ensure that each school recommended to the SBE submitted a current needs assessment, a plan for increasing student academic achievement, a justification for how the alternative program plan addressed each component identified in the needs assessment, whether the school qualified for priority status, and how the proposed plan met the requirements of scientifically-based practices as defined in Education Code Section 44757.5. 

The selection process ensured that at least one school from each county was represented, that there was a balance of grade level distribution, and that no more than 15 percent of the total students within QEIA were represented in the alternative program. Attachment 1 contains the lists of regular and alternative program schools jointly recommended for funding by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Secretary of Education. 
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