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	SUBJECT

U.S. Department of Education Peer Review of Standards and Assessment: Results of Second Peer Review
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In July 2006, CDE provided SBE with an update regarding peer review including California's approval pending status. The U.S. Department of Education (ED) identified outstanding concerns with the following:

· Performance level descriptors (PLDs) that differentiate among three levels of proficiency for mathematics, English-language arts, and science

· Official State Board of Education adoption of achievement standards for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE)
· An external, impartial alignment study of the California Standards Tests (CSTs) and the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) to academic content and achievement standards

· A plan that addresses the gaps identified by the alignment study (including the External Evaluation of the CAHSEE)

· Procedure to review and maintain alignment of the assessment system

At the September 2006 SBE meeting, the CDE provided an update of the 2006 peer review process conducted by the ED. During the 2006 peer review process, the ED 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)


noted that the SBE had not officially approved the achievement standards (i.e., cut scores) for the CAHSEE. To address this concern, the SBE officially adopted the achievement standards for the CAHSEE at the September 2006 SBE meeting. 

In May 2007, CDE submitted a SBE item including the proposed PLDs produced by Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO) as well as a sample communications document that incorporated the proposed PLDs with exemplars. The CDE recommended the approval of the proposed PLDs. SBE staff recommended the approval of an alternate set of PLDs and the SBE approved those PLDs. In May 2007, CDE also submitted a SBE item addendum containing the alignment study findings and CDE's plan for addressing the recommendations provided in the alignment report.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The ED is using a peer review process to determine whether states have met No Child Left Behind (NCLB) standards and assessment requirements. According to the ED, additional evidence is necessary for California to meet statutory and regulatory requirements. The current status of the California Standards and Assessment System is "Approval Pending" – a) mandatory oversight status. 

In May 2007, the CDE supplied evidence to the ED for a second peer review. As requested by SBE staff, they submitted the approved PLDs to the ED. An index of the peer review findings and evidence submitted to the ED is provided in Attachment 1. CDE anticipates the results of the second peer review by late June. CDE may provide additional information regarding peer review as an item addendum. 

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the alignment study and development of the PLDs are included in the contract the CDE awarded to HumRRO for the California Standards and Assessment System Independent Evaluation. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
California Peer Review Submission–Index Page (1 Page)

The results of the second peer review may be provided in an Item Addendum.
California Peer Review Submission

Index Page
	Evidence Requirements for the California Assessment System (U.S. Department of Education's June 2006 Letter)
	Evidence Documents 

	2.0 
Academic Achievement Standards
	

	2.1
Performance level descriptors that differentiate among three levels of proficiency for mathematics, English language arts, and science
	2.1a
May 2007 SBE motion

Per conversation with Roger Magyar, the board executive director, the board staff will be submitting additional evidence in response to this finding

	2.2
Official State Board of Education adoption of achievement standards for the CAHSEE
	2.2a
September 2006 SBE item 9

2.2b
September 2006 meeting minutes

	5.0
Alignment
	

	5.1
An external, impartial alignment study of the CST and the CAPA to academic content and achievement standards
	5.1a
Independent Evaluation of the Alignment of the California Standards Tests (CSTs) and the California Alternate Performance Assessment, May 2007

	5.2
A plan that addresses the gaps identified by the alignment study (including the External Evaluation of the CAHSEE)
	5.2a
May 2007 SBE item 9 addendum, 

attachment 3 

	5.3
Procedure to review and maintain alignment of the assessment system
	5.3a
Plan to maintain alignment of assessment system
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