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	SUBJECT

Educational Interpreters for Pupils Who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing – Approve Commencement of 15-Day Comment Period for Proposed Changes to Proposed Title 5 Regulations, Section 3051.16 and Section 3065
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	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information
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	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take the following action:

· Approve the proposed changes to the proposed regulations;

· Direct that the proposed changes be circulated for a 15-day public comment period in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act;

· If no relevant comments to the proposed changes are received during the 15-day public comment period, the proposed regulations with changes are deemed adopted, and CDE is directed to complete the rulemaking package and submit it to the Office of Administrative Law for approval; and

· If any relevant comments to the proposed changes are received during the 15-day public comment period, CDE is directed to place the proposed regulations with changes on the SBE’s September 2007 agenda for action following.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the January 2007 meeting, the SBE approved the recommended amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3051.16 and Section 3065, related to Educational Interpreters for Pupils Who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. The amended regulations were submitted to the Office of Administrative Law for approval. Due to concerns raised by the Office of Administrative Law, the regulations were pulled by CDE on May 2, 2007.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The regulations, as approved by the SBE in January, 2007, would have established the following qualifications for educational interpreters for pupils who are deaf or hard of hearing:

(1) By July 1, 2007, an educational interpreter shall be certified by the national Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID); have achieved a score of 3.0 or above on the Educational Interpreter Performance Assessment (EIPA), the Educational Sign Skills Evaluation-Interpreter (ESSE-I), or the National Association of the Deaf/American Consortium of Certified Interpreters (NAD/ACCI) assessment; or have met comparable requirements. If providing Cued Language transliteration, a transliterator shall possess Testing/Evaluation and Certification Unit (TECUnit) certification, or have achieved a score of 3.0 or above on the EIPA – Cued Speech or have met comparable requirements.
(2) By July 1, 2008, an educational interpreter shall be certified by the national RID; have achieved a score of 3.5 or above on the EIPA, the ESSE-I, or the NAD/ACCI assessment or have met comparable requirements. If providing Cued Language transliteration, a transliterator shall possess TECUnit certification, or have achieved a score of 3.5 or above on the EIPA – Cued Speech or have met comparable requirements.
(3) By July 1, 2009, an educational interpreter shall be certified by the national RID; have achieved a score of 4.0 or above on the EIPA, the ESSE-I, or the NAD/ACCI assessment or have met comparable requirements. If providing Cued Language transliteration, a transliterator shall possess TECUnit certification, or have achieved a score of 4.0 or above on the EIPA – Cued Speech or have met comparable requirements. 
The regulations have been amended, in accordance with advice from the Office of Administrative Law. Concerns were raised by the Office of Administrative Law regarding the vagueness of the term “or have met other comparable requirements.” The new language requires interpreters to be RID certified “or equivalent,” meaning they have demonstrated proficiency by receiving a passing score on a valid, reliable assessment, such as the EIPA, the ESSE, or the NAD/ACCI evaluation. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Fiscal Analysis will be provided as an addendum, if completed by the time the SBE meeting commences.
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