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PURPOSE

Too many students in California public schools are denied opportunities for productive civic participation because their schools do not adequately prepare them to enter college or to succeed in the workplace.  And too many students drop out of school because they do not perceive its relevance to their future success.  Whether students choose college or career, they need rigorous preparation to thrive as adults.  
Schools with high concentrations of low-income students, students of color and English language learners provide the least opportunity.  In fact, 70% of schools with over 90% black and Latino student enrollment do not offer enough classes for qualified students to satisfy the minimum admission requirements to attend UC or CSU institutions after graduation.  These schools also report higher numbers of underqualified teachers.
At the same time, California schools have curtailed career technical education (CTE) courses that can provide rigorous, relevant opportunities to students who choose a different path. Research shows that students are most interested in coursework that both prepares them for college and allows them to acquire skills and knowledge relevant to future careers. 
Our schools should not have to choose between the college-prep “A-through-G” curriculum or CTE courses, but should offer students meaningful preparation for both college and career.  
BILL SUMMARY

SB 405 promotes the graduation of all public high school students, equipped to achieve their fullest potential for college and career.  The bill adopts a comprehensive solution that includes:
· Ensuring Access to College Preparatory and Rigorous CTE Coursework.  SB 405 offers needed specificity to schools on offering all qualified students college-ready curricula and an opportunity to enroll in the coursework necessary for college admission, including instructional support to students who struggle in their college-prep and rigorous CTE coursework.
· Assisting Low-Performing Schools to Build Capacity.  SB 405 establishes a voluntary grant program to assist California’s low-performing public high schools in providing access to rigorous, college preparatory and CTE courses taught by properly credentialed teachers, as well as counseling, community college learning, and career preparation opportunities to interested students.
· Improving Data Reporting.  SB 405 amends the existing Academic Performance Index to include reporting on student performance in college-prep and CTE courses.

· Providing Assistance.  SB 405 provides county superintendent assistance to schools that struggle to offer sufficient college-prep courses, credentialed and certified teachers, sufficient instructional supports, and middle school math and foreign language assignments.  

· Enhancing Parent Notification.  SB 405 provides that parents should be notified when their children are at risk of not meeting the minimum requirements for college admission.

SB 405 DOES NOT
· Make the A-G course sequence a graduation requirement.
· Make the A-G sequence the default curriculum.
CONTACTS
Susanna Cooper

Office of Sen. Darrell Steinberg

Phone: (916) 651-4006/Fax: (916) 323-2263

Susanna.Cooper@sen.ca.gov 

Vivek Malhotra

Legislative Advocate, ACLU

Phone: (916)442-1036/Fax: (916)442-1743

vmalhotra@acluleg-ca.org
SUPPORTERS

· American Civil Liberties Union (sponsor)

· Advancement Project

· Applied Research Center

· Asian Pacific American Legal Center of Southern California

· California Acorn

· California Chamber of Commerce

· California Healthcare Institute
· California PTA
· California State University

· California Teachers Association

· Californians Together

· Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles

· Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE)

· Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities 

· Latino Coalition for a Healthy California

· Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights of the San Francisco Bay Area

· Los Angeles Coalition to End Hunger and Homelessness
· Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce
· Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF)

· Parents for Unity

· Public Advocates, Inc.
· Western Association for College Admission Counseling
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