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	SUBJECT

High Priority Schools Grant Program: Approve Revised Application and Action Plan for One Cohort 2 School
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
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	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the revised school application and action plan for one 

Cohort 2 High Priority Schools Grant Program (HPSGP) school.  
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In March 2007, the SBE approved 408 school applications for participation in Cohort 2 of the HPSGP.  In May 2007, the SBE approved an additional 28 schools.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The goal of the HPSGP is to assist the lowest performing schools in the state in raising student achievement by offering schools additional resources targeted to improve student performance. 

The Budget Act of 2005 authorized funding for a second cohort of schools to participate in the HPSGP. Assembly Bill 2254 (Chapter 766, Statutes of 2006) revised legislative timelines for implementation of Cohort 2 of the HPSGP, including timelines for submission and approval of school applications. Schools in decile ranks one and two were invited to participate in the second cohort based on priorities and eligibility requirements for participation established in law, and were provided with $50,000 to plan school improvement activities and prepare applications for HPSGP implementation funding.
The school applications that were previously recommended for SBE approval met the necessary criteria for funding. Schools whose applications were found to be incomplete or that did not meet the requirements were provided with the opportunity to review, reconvene their teams, and modify specific portions of their School Action Plan, then 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


resubmit their plans. The CDE staff provided technical assistance to districts and schools whose school applications were found to be incomplete or that did not meet the program requirements. The majority of revised applications were approved by the SBE at the May meeting, with only one outstanding application. Subsequently, the revised application was reviewed by the CDE staff to ensure it met all application requirements. The CDE now recommends this revised application for Vantage Point Charter School in Ready Springs Union Elementary School District to the SBE for approval. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The Legislature appropriated $201 million in Fiscal Year 2006-07 for this program, with an ongoing commitment to fund schools for full program implementation. Based upon budget projections in the May Revise there will be sufficient funds in the line item to fund the school considered at the July 2007 SBE meeting.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  Cohort 2 High Priority Schools Grant Program: School Recommended                   

                         for Funding (1 Page)
6/27/2007 11:50 AM 

6/27/2007 11:50 AM

