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	SUBJECT

Appeal of the Findings of the Ventura County Committee on School District Organization Pursuant to Education Code Section 35711 in the Matter of the Proposed Formation of a Camarillo Unified School District
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the appeal of the findings of the Ventura County Committee on School District Organization (County Committee) pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 35711 in the matter of the proposed formation of a Camarillo Unified School District.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This issue has not been presented previously to the SBE. The SBE last heard an appeal pursuant to EC Section 35711 at its March 2005 meeting when it approved an appeal from a decision of the Fresno County Committee on School District Organization.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The County Committee was granted authority to approve the creation of a unified school district under Assembly Bill 780 (Chapter 652, Statutes of 2004). On December 16, 2006, the County Committee approved a proposal to create a Camarillo Unified School District. This specific proposal would remove the Pleasant Valley School District and the Somis Union School District from the Oxnard Union High School District and create the new school district from that territory. 
Pursuant to EC sections 35711 and 35807, any person questioning the finding of a county committee on school district organization that a proposed school district reorganization will not adversely affect the racial or ethnic integration of the schools affected may appeal that decision to the SBE. Eleven persons residing in the Camarillo area have filed such an appeal. These appellants claim that the County Committee’s finding that the proposed unification will not adversely affect the racial or ethnic integration of the schools of the districts affected is not supported by substantial 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (CONT.)


evidence. Appellants further claim that the finding contradicts the recommendation of the County Committee’s own consultant. (Attachment 1)
The SBE may approve or deny the appeal. If the SBE denies the appeal, the decision of the County Committee stands. If the SBE approves the appeal, it will review the findings of the County Committee at a subsequent meeting. Upon this review of the County Committee's findings, the SBE may reverse or affirm the County Committee’s decision, or may direct the County Committee to reconsider its decision if the SBE determines that inadequate consideration was given to the effect of the reorganization on racial or ethnic integration.

The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the appeal. EC 35711 requires that appeals be based upon factual and statistical evidence, and appellants have provided several studies, including the study prepared by the County Committee’s consultant, to support their claim that segregation and ethnic imbalance as a result of this proposed unification are long-standing concerns. Further, the Oxnard Union High School District also has filed an appeal with the Ventura County Office of Education (VCOE). This appeal addresses, among other issues, a similar concern that the proposed formation of the Camarillo Unified School District will promote racial and ethnic segregation. The high school district appeal is expected to be transmitted by the VCOE to the SBE on or about February 2, 2007, and must be considered by the SBE. 
Note that approval of the appeal at this time does not affect the decision of the County Committee. Approval only means that the SBE believes there is sufficient reason provided in the appeal to warrant review of the County Committee's decision at a subsequent SBE meeting. After this subsequent review, the SBE may then reverse or affirm the County Committee’s decision, or may direct the County Committee to reconsider its decision if the SBE determines that inadequate consideration was given to the effect of the reorganization on racial or ethnic integration.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of the appeal will have no fiscal effect on any agency. Should the SBE eventually decide to remand the matter back to the County Committee, the VCOE and affected school districts could incur additional costs to hold hearings and reanalyze the issue.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: 
Appeal – Criterion #4 – Segregation (7 pages). (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available for viewing in the SBE Office.)

