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	SUBJECT

2005 History–Social Science: 
Deletion of Picture of Guru Nanak from the State Board-Adopted History–Social Science Program, Oxford History-Social Science Program for California 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) 
approve the request from Oxford University Press to remove the picture of Guru Nanak from page 95 of the SBE-adopted textbook An Age of Voyages, 1350-1600, in all future printings of this book. 

· 
· 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION





November 9, 2005: The SBE took action to adopt ten basic instructional materials programs in history–social science, pending approval of final edits and corrections in the instructional materials. 
March 8, 2006: The SBE took action to approve a final list of edits and corrections for the adopted programs in the 2005 History–Social Science Primary Adoption.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Subsequent to the SBE action on the 2005 History–Social Science Primary Adoption on November 9, 2005, the CDE received notice from members of the Sikh community that they had concerns with the depiction of Guru Nanak, founder of the Sikh religion, in the SBE-adopted textbook An Age of Voyages, 1350-1600, published by Oxford University Press. Specifically, their complaint was that the image depicted Nanak in a crown, rather than a turban. 





· 
· 


· 
· 
· 
	



The current illustration of Guru Nanak appears on page 95 in Oxford’s An Age of Voyages, 1350-1600 and is a copy of a portrait that hangs in the Victoria and Albert museum in London, Great Britain. Guru Nanak lived from1469 to 1538 and the original portrait was done 300 years after his death. While the picture is historically significant, it has been argued by some in the Sikh community that it is not reflective of current practices and beliefs.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Oxford University Press agreed to replace the illustration with an alternative picture from the eighteenth century and a new caption stating the period of the painting and which museum the picture came from. The CDE consulted with Pashaura Singh, Professor, Department of Religious Studies, University of California, Riverside. Professor Singh confirmed that the picture is one of the earliest surviving portraits of Guru Nanak but that it is from the eighteenth century, more than 200 years after Guru Nanak’s death. However, the Sikh representatives were not satisfied with the alternative as it did not match the representation used by Sikhs’ today. 
Oxford University Press then suggested removing both the picture and its caption in future print runs of this textbook. Since the parties have been unable to agree on a picture of Guru Nanak to include in the textbook, the CDE staff recommends removing the picture as proposed by Oxford University Press. This solution does not detract from the quality of the textbook because having a depiction of the founder of the Sikh religion is not a requirement of the standards, framework or criteria. 
Since this would result in a substantive change to an SBE-adopted program, this change is being brought to the SBE for approval. 


· 
· 

	




	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Since the change will be made in future printings of the textbook, there will be no financial cost to the CDE or to districts that may have already purchased this textbook from Oxford University Press. 
	

	ATTACHMENT(S)
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