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	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE): Including, but not limited to, approval of intervention materials pursuant to Assembly Bill 1802
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the CDE recommended CAHSEE intervention materials and take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


None.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Assembly Bill 1802 (AB 1802) authorizes the CDE to allocate five million five hundred thousand dollars ($5,500,000) to local educational agencies (LEAs) for the purchase of SBE-approved, individualized, intervention materials for students who have not passed the CAHSEE. This is a one-time allocation. 
The intervention materials are required to meet the following criteria:
1. Assist individual students in mastering the academic content standards assessed by the CAHSEE.
2. Solely use released CAHSEE items in instances where test items are used or use items that meet the same sensitivity, bias, and content alignment requirements as CAHSEE items.
3. Individualized based on a particular student's results (i.e., focused on the specific content strands an individual student needs to master for success on the CAHSEE). 
4. Include a computer-based component that adapts to individual student remediation needs.
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
5. Include professional development support for teachers (e.g., teacher guides). 

6. Provided at a cost (inclusive of the entire product including, but not limited to, the computer-based component, professional development support, and shipping) of not greater than twenty dollars ($20) per student. 
On November 17, 2006, CDE issued an Invitation to Submit Intervention Materials for the California High School Exit Examination. Thirteen vendors submitted materials, and seven submissions met the submission and material requirements allowing them to proceed to the technical evaluation. 
The technical evaluation took place on January 23-24, 2007, in Sacramento. The technical evaluators consisted of 20 individuals, including California public school teachers and other curriculum experts. Evaluators were divided into four groups of five participants each, and each group evaluated all seven submissions. Standards and Assessment Division staff facilitated the evaluation.
The groups were asked to assign each submission a consensus score ranging from one (extremely poor) to five (excellent) on each of 12 technical evaluation criteria and to provide a “yes” or “no” response to one criterion. The groups were also asked to provide comments on how well each submission fulfilled each of the 13 criteria. Following the technical evaluation meeting, CDE reviewed the consensus scores, compiled the results, and rank ordered the submissions. The following is a ranked list of the submissions based on total points awarded.

1. Peoples Education, Measuring Up
2. Grow, MyGuide 

3. Revolution, Revolution Prep
4. Kaplan, CAHSEE Lesson Bank
5. Action Learning, Exit
6. TestTools, CAHSEE Online
7. Key Educational, CAHSEE Coach
The following is a summary of the evaluating groups' comments regarding areas where the submissions could be improved. In general, the reviewers indicated:
· The materials could have been more effective in addressing the needs of special education students and English learners.

· The teacher must do a good deal of work to help the student work through the materials.

· The materials would meet the needs of individual students better if they provided students with clearer and more thorough guidance through the tutorials.
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
· The materials could be improved by focusing more on the specific content standards/objectives on which a student needs help rather than on broader content strands.

CDE Recommendation

Many of the submissions used diagnostic tests to identify remediation needs. While these materials may have met the technical requirements of the submission, it must be noted that the correlation between these diagnostic assessments and CAHSEE performance has not been established. In addition, the evaluators found minor technical problems (e.g., online tools with links that did not work properly) with most, if not all, of the submissions. CDE recommends that all of the approved vendors put their products through a thorough quality check prior to distribution in California. 

The following is a description of each of the reviewed submissions along with CDE's recommendation for SBE approval or non-approval.

Peoples Education, Measuring Up

· Description: The Peoples Education product consists of an English-language arts (ELA) student workbook, ELA annotated teacher edition, mathematics student workbook, mathematics annotated teacher edition, and an online component. Teachers may use a student's CAHSEE results in conjunction with the tables in the annotated teacher editions to assign lessons based on a student's remediation needs or use the online diagnostic assessment to identify a student's needs.

· Pros: 
· The product is well-organized in a logical fashion and not reliant on the online component. 
· Peoples Education indicated their files are National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standards (NIMAS) compliant which would aid in the conversion into specialized formats such as Braille.

· Cons: 
· The difficulty level of some of the material seemed beyond what the CAHSEE measures. 

· Recommendation: Approve

Grow, MyGuide
· Description: The Grow product includes a unique workbook for each student based solely on their previous CAHSEE results as well as an online tool. Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) must supply Grow with a student's previous CAHSEE results in order to customize the workbook. 

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
· Pros: 
· The online tool has an auditory component that might be helpful to some students. 
· The workbook includes simple definitions and visuals. Overall, materials are easy for students to use.
· Cons: 
· Some CAHSEE standards were covered, but not comprehensively (e.g., Writing Applications, Measurement and Geometry)

· Recommendation: Approve
Revolution, Revolution Prep
· Description: The Revolution product includes a student workbook and an online tool. A student's previous CAHSEE results may be used in conjunction with the online diagnostic assessment.

· Pros: 
· The math and ELA flashcards may be useful to students with disabilities and English learners. 
· Clear and concise explanations were provided for incorrect answers.

· Cons: 
· More practice items would be helpful. 

· Recommendation: Approve
Kaplan, CAHSEE Lesson Bank

· Description: The Kaplan product includes a teacher handbook, CAHSEE practice test, score sheets, and online tool. The CAHSEE practice test is used to help identify a particular student's remediation needs.

· Pros: 
· Provides coverage of the CAHSEE standards. 
· Vocabulary terms are provided at the beginning of each lesson. 
· Some lessons provide additional activities for students with disabilities and English learners.

· Cons: 
· The CAHSEE practice test must be administered by the teacher and either scored by the student or teacher to determine remediation needs of each student.
· Lesson materials are dependent on teachers printing and copying from online tool. 
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
· The product provides classroom lesson plans and it is therefore difficult to focus on an individual student's needs. The product does not provide opportunities for students to work independently or to have differentiated activities.
· Recommendation: Do not approve
Action Learning, Exit

· Description: The Action Learning product is a completely Web-based solution. The product provides lessons that teachers may select and use based on a student's previous CAHSEE results. 

· Pros: 
· Good use of graphics within lessons.

· Cons: 
· Product does not provide individualized remediation. 
· The online system is difficult to navigate. 
· The product is very dependent on text. Some of the CAHSEE standards are not addressed.

· Recommendation: Do not approve

TestTools, CAHSEE Online

· Description: The TestTools product is a completely Web-based solution. Teachers may administer a pre-test to determine remediation needs.

· Pros: 
· The use of the writing rubric allows the students to internalize the rubric.

· Cons: 
· The CAHSEE standards are not comprehensively covered. 
· The product does not effectively focus on the strands needed to master the CAHSEE. 
· The product does not provide individualized remediation. 
· Some of the materials may be inappropriate based on concerns of age and gender bias.
· Recommendation: Do not approve
Key Educational, CAHSEE Coach

· Description: The Key Educational product is a completely Web-based solution. Teachers must individualize based on past CAHSEE results.

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
· Pros: 
· Instructions for using the Web site are provided in both English and Spanish.

· Cons: 
· Some CAHSEE standards were covered, but not comprehensively (e.g., Writing Applications, Probability and Statistics).

· The directions and answer solutions were difficult to understand. 
· Remediation was lacking. 
· Recommendation: Do not approve
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities indicated above are included in current contracts.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
Invitation to Submit Intervention Materials for the California High School Exit Examination, Evaluation Criteria (4 Pages)
Attachment 2:
Assembly Bill 1802 (1 Page)
AMENDED – November 17, 2006
Invitation to Submit Intervention Materials for the 

California High School Exit Examination

Evaluation Criteria
Submitter's Name: 


Step 1 Adherence to Submission and Material Requirements

This step is rated on a yes/no basis. Receipt of a “no” on any of the following shall result in elimination of the submission from further consideration and review.

Submission Requirements

(yes
(no
1.
Submitted a signed Intent to Submit form by the deadline that acknowledged the CDE's ownership and copyright of the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) items.

(yes
(no
2.
Intervention materials (including 25 copies of the materials) were submitted to the California Department of Education (CDE) by the deadline.

(yes
(no
3.
The submission included a signed cover letter that acknowledged the following:

· Submitter's capacity to accept material orders from local educational agencies within two weeks following the approval of the materials by the State Board of Education (SBE)

· Submitter's capacity to ship materials to local educational agencies within two six weeks of the receipt of an order

· CDE's ownership and copyright of the CAHSEE released items

Material Requirements

(yes 
(no
4. 
Materials are individualized based on a particular student's results (i.e., focused on the specific content strands an individual student needs to master for success on the CAHSEE) (Provided a detailed description of how the intervention materials will be individualized based on a student's previous CAHSEE results and remediation needs.)
(yes
(no
5.
Includes a computer-based component that adapts to individual student remediation needs 

(yes
(no
6.
Includes professional development support for teachers

(yes
(no
7.
Cost (inclusive of the entire product, including, but not limited to, the intervention materials, computer-adapted component, professional development support, materials and shipping) is not greater than twenty dollars ($20) per student.

(yes
(no
8.
Solely Uses released CAHSEE items Provides an alignment table with sufficient detail to document the use of CAHSEE RTQs and allow evaluation of all other items.
(yes
(no
9.
Solely focused on the content standards assessed on the CAHSEE.

Step 2 Technical Evaluation


A review panel of CDE staff and outside consultants (consisting of teachers, and other experts in the fields of: curriculum, special education, and English learners) will be convened to evaluate the submissions using a consensus approach.

The intervention materials will be rated on how well they address the following criteria. The CDE will base its recommendation to SBE for approval on the score received on the technical evaluation.

	1.
	The individualized intervention materials are well organized in a logical and coherent fashion that is easy for students to use.



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	2.
	The development process for the individualized intervention materials use a coherent and logical approach to select strands for inclusion that are based on a particular student's CAHSEE results and remediation needs.



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	3.
	The intervention materials equally cover all of the content standards assessed on the CAHSEE.



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	4.
	The intervention materials provide comprehensive coverage of the CAHSEE standards.



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	5.
	The intervention materials appropriately and effectively focus on the CAHSEE strands the individual student needs to master for success on the test.



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	6.
	The intervention materials appropriately and effectively used CAHSEE released test items.



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	7.
	The intervention materials avoid content that may be offensive to any group (based on race, gender, age, disability, or religion).



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	8.
	The intervention materials avoid, whenever possible, the use of brand names or corporate logos (exclusive of a publishers name or logo on the cover or copyright page).



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	9.
	The intervention materials address the needs of students who are learning English as a second language.


	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	10.
	The intervention materials address the needs of students with disabilities.



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	11.
	The professional development support materials are is well organized in a logical and coherent fashion that is easy for teachers to use.


	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	12.
	The professional development support materials provides teachers with the necessary information to assist students with the use of their individualized intervention materials.



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	Extremely Poor
	Below Average
	Average
	Above Average
	Excellent


	13
	Items that are not CAHSEE RTQs were reviewed and found to be sufficient in terms of sensitivity, bias, and content alignment. (CDE will only recommend materials that fully meet this requirement.)


	
	Yes
	No

	
	Fully meets requirement


	Does not fully meet requirement


Assembly Bill 1802
(18) Five million five hundred thousand dollars ($5,500,000) to the Superintendent of Public Instruction for allocation to local educational agencies for the purpose of funding the purchase of state-approved individual intervention materials for students who

have failed the California High School Exit Examination. 

   (A) Local educational agencies shall be eligible for apportionment funding of twenty dollars ($20) per pupil based on the number of pupils in grades 11 through 12, inclusive, who have failed to pass one or both portions of the California High School Exit Examination. Funds shall be used to purchase any materials recommended by the State Department of Education and approved by the State Board of Education for these purposes. 

   (B) Individual intervention materials approved pursuant to this section shall meet the       following criteria: 
   (i) Assist students in mastering standards necessary to successfully pass the California High School Exit Examination. 
   (ii) Include a computer-based component that adapts to each student's specific remediation needs.
   (iii) Include appropriate professional development support for teachers.

